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Brief Description:  Logging the telephone calls of residents of the special commitment center.

Sponsors:  Representatives Kelley, Green, Angel, Hope, Dammeier and Simpson.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Requires the Department of Social and Health Services to maintain a log of telephone 
calls made by residents of the Special Commitment Center.

Hearing Date:  1/21/09

Staff:  Lara Zarowsky (786-7123)

Background: 

The Community Protection Act of 1990 allows a sexually violent predator to be civilly 
committed.  A sexually violent predator is defined as a person who:

� has been convicted of, or charged with, a crime of sexual violence; and
� suffers from a mental abnormality or personality disorder that makes the person likely to 

engage in predatory acts of sexual violence if not confined to a secure facility.

Sexually violent predators are committed to the custody of the Department of Social and Health 
Services (DSHS) for control, care, and individualized treatment.  Most sexually violent predators 
are currently housed at the Special Commitment Center (SCC) on McNeil Island.  Because they 
are civilly committed (as opposed to criminally committed), residents of the SCC are not subject 
to as many restrictions as persons confined pursuant to a criminal conviction.  For example, 
residents of the SCC generally have free access to the telephone during the day.  The DSHS 
currently does not log the telephone calls of residents of the SCC.

Summary of Bill: 
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This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The DSHS is required to maintain a log of phone calls made by residents of the SCC.  The log 
must indicate the date and time when each phone call was made, the length of the call, the name 
of the resident who made the call, and the number called.  The DSHS may contract with a private 
organization to maintain the log.  The log is exempt from public inspection and copying.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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