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Brief Description:  Modifying when a special election may be held.

Sponsors:  Representatives Appleton, Herrera, Chandler, Armstrong, Haigh, Newhouse, Hinkle, 
Green, Sells, Orcutt, Ross, Bailey, Short, Kretz and Condotta.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Eliminates special elections held in March and May and changes the date of the 
February special election to the second Tuesday.

Hearing Date:  1/15/09

Staff:  Tracey O'Brien (786-7196)

Background: 

By law, special elections may occur on the following dates:

�
�
�
�
�
�

the first Tuesday after the first Monday in February;
the second Tuesday in March;
the fourth Tuesday in April; 
the third Tuesday in May; 
the day of the August primary; or 
the day of the general election. 

In the year of a presidential election, if a presidential preference primary is conducted in 
February, March, April, or May, the date of the special election in that month shall be the date of 
the presidential primary.

______________________

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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County legislative authorities must submit a resolution calling for a special election to the county 
auditors 52 days prior to the special election date.

Summary of Bill: 

Special elections held on the second Tuesday in March and the third Tuesday in May are 
eliminated.  The date of the February special election is changed to the second Tuesday.  The 
requirement that a special election be held on the same date of the presidential preference 
primary is removed.  Resolutions calling for a special election must be submitted to the county 
auditor 45 days prior to the special election date.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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