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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3187

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Early Learning & Children's Services (originally sponsored
by Representatives Pettigrew, Haler, Hunter, Kagi, Schual-Berke,
Appl et on, Loom s, Sul I'i van, Di ckerson, G een, Lant z, Hudgi ns,
Sinpson, Darneille, Mlintire, Roberts, Kenney, Wod, Santos, and
O nsby)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 08.

AN ACT Rel ating to postadoption supports for children adopted from
foster care; adding new sections to chapter 74.13 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that children's
hi stories of abuse and neglect and aspects of their foster care
experiences significantly inpact their needs even after they are
adopt ed and achi eve permanent placenents. The nunber of children being
adopted fromthe foster care system has increased over the |ast decade.
Policy changes al so have resulted in nore children who are eligible for
adopti on but who have not yet been adopted. The legislature also finds
that adoption disruption occurs at a rate of approximately ten to
si xteen percent of adoptions. The risk of adoptions being term nated
is greatest for older children and within the first few years of the
adopti on. Risk factors associated wth adoption disruption and
termnation include a variety of child-related factors and parent-
related factors. The legislature intends to pronote postadoption and
post per manency services to children and famlies in order to support
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famlies, to reduce adoption disruptions and termnations, and to
i ncrease the nunber of potential adoptive famlies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this purpose,
t he departnent shall contract for an information and referral services
provider to support famlies with children adopted out of foster care.
The contract shall include conponents for statew de support of famlies
who may be seeking adoption-specific resources and information,
including referrals for individual or famly counseling, support
groups, or community services; a lending library; and relevant training
prograns. The information and referrals nust be provided by an entity
know edgeabl e and experienced in adoption issues. The contract shal
specify that the service provider nust serve as the central point of
contact for Washington famlies seeking adoption-related information
and referral services. The departnent also shall develop a sinple
process for voluntary sharing of contact information for adoptive
parents for the purpose of facilitating periodic surveys by the
contracted information and referral services provider about the service
and support needs of famlies who have adopted children from foster
care.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this purpose,
the departnment shall contract for education advocacy services for
children adopted out of foster care. Advocacy services nay be designed
to provide support and gui dance for parents to navigate the education
system and may include training, information, referral, consultation,
and direct advocacy designed to pronote the educational success of the
chi |l d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall provide outreach to parents of children
adopted out of foster care and encourage adoptive parents to seek an
annual assessnent of the functioning of the adoptive child with the
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famly to determne if there are services needed to help maintain or
strengthen the adoptive placenent. The annual assessnent encouraged
under this section is intended to help famlies to build strong
rel ationships, to recognize and enhance their strengths, and to
under st and and address adoption-rel ated dynam cs.

~-- END ---
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