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HOUSE BI LL 1600

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hunt, B. Sullivan, MCoy, WIIlianms, Appleton,
Chase, Hasegawa, Di ckerson, Wod, Sinpson and Pedersen

Read first tinme 01/24/2007. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to ancestral trees; anmending RCW 79.02.010,
79.15. 010, 79.15.510, and 79.15.510; adding a new section to chapter
79.15 RCW providing an effective date; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 79.02.010 and 2004 c 199 s 201 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this title unless
the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Aquatic lands" neans all state-owned tidelands, shorel ands,
har bor areas, and the beds of navigable waters as defined in ((ehapter
79-90)) RCW79.105.060 that are adm nistered by the departnent.

(2) "Ancestral trees" neans a contiguous stand of trees of simlar
characteristics that:

(a) Is five acres or larger in size;

(b) Is in the nost structurally conplex stage of stand devel opnent;
and

(c) Has a natural origin date prior to the year 1850.

(3) "Board" neans the board of natural resources.
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((3))) (4) "Comm ssioner" nmeans the conm ssioner of public |ands.

((4)Y)) (5) "Comunity and technical college forest reserve | ands”
means | ands managed under RCW 79. 02. 420.

((65))) (6) "Departnent” neans the departnent of natural resources.

((66))) (7) "lnprovenents" neans anything considered a fixture in
| aw placed upon or attached to |lands adm nistered by the departnent
t hat has changed the value of the |l ands or any changes in the previous
condition of the fixtures that changes the value of the | ands.

((6H)) (8) "Land bank Ilands" neans |ands acquired under RCW
79. 19. 020.

((68))) (9) "Person" neans an individual, partnership, corporation,
associ ati on, or gani zati on, cooperati ve, public or muni ci pa
corporation, or agency of a federal, state, or |ocal governnental unit,
however desi gnat ed.

((699)) (10) "Public lands" neans | ands of the state of WAashi ngton
adm nistered by the departnent including but not |limted to state
| ands, state forest |ands, and aquatic |ands.

((£28)y)) (11) "State forest | ands" neans | ands acquired under RCW
79.22.010, 79.22.040, and 79.22.020.

(1)) (12) "State lands" includes:

(a) School lands, that is, lands held in trust for the support of
t he common school s;

(b) University lands, that is, lands held in trust for university
pur poses;

(c) Agricultural college lands, that is, lands held in trust for
the use and support of agricultural colleges;

(d) Scientific school lands, that is, lands held in trust for the
establ i shment and mai ntenance of a scientific school;

(e) Normal school lands, that is, lands held in trust for state
nor mal school s;

(f) Capitol building lands, that is, lands held in trust for the
purpose of erecting public buildings at the state capital for
| egi sl ative, executive, and judicial purposes;

(g) Institutional lands, that is, lands held in trust for state
charitabl e, educational, penal, and reformatory institutions; and

(h) Land bank, escheat, donations, and all other Iands, except
aquatic |lands, adm nistered by the departnent that are not devoted to
or reserved for a particular use by | aw
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((22)) (13) "Valuable material s" neans any product or material on
the lands, such as forest products, forage or agricultural crops,
stone, gravel, sand, peat, and all other materials of value except
m neral, coal, petroleum and gas as provided for under chapter 79.14
RCW

Sec. 2. RCW 79.15.010 and 2003 c 334 s 331 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in section 3 of this act, valuable materials
situated upon state |lands and state forest | ands nay be sold separate
fromthe land, when in the judgnment of the departnent, it is for the
best interest of the state so to sell the sane.

(2) Sales of valuable materials fromany university |ands require:

(a) The consent of the board of regents of the University of
Washi ngton; or

(b) Legislative directive.

(3) When application is made for the purchase of any valuable
materials, the departnent shall appraise the value of the valuable
materials if the departnment determines it is in the best interest of
the state to sell. No valuable materials shall be sold for |ess than
t he apprai sed val ue thereof.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 79.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment may not offer for sale, sell, or harvest any
ancestral trees located on public lands west of the crest of the
Cascade nount ai ns, unl ess:

(a) The operation is specifically authorized by the board prior to
sal e or harvest, consistent with this section; or

(b) The operation is conducted solely within the borders of the
A ynpic experinental state forest and is consistent with the research
obj ectives of the Aynpic experinental state forest.

(2) The board may only authorize the sale or harvest of ancestral
trees located on public | ands after nmaking a formal finding that sone
harvest is necessary to preserve the health and safety of other
ancestral trees in the imediate area, to protect public safety, to
enhance overall forest health in the stand containing the ancestra
trees, or to neet the demands of other special circunstances.
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(3) It is the intent of the legislature that the appropriate trust
receive full market value conpensation for permanent protection of
ancestral trees pursuant to this section. To achieve this intent, the
board shall prioritize lands containing ancestral trees for either
transfer out of trust status or another nmeans of securing conpensation

for permanent protection of ancestral trees. |In either case the board
nmust ensure that:
(a) The appropriate trust will receive full nmarket value for the

transferred | ands;

(b) The transfer is in the best interest of the trust being
managed; and

(c) The ancestral trees transferred fromtrust status remain in an
ownership conpatible with permanent protection.

Sec. 4. RCW79.15.510 and 2004 ¢ 218 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment nmay establish a contract harvesting program for
directly contracting for the renoval of tinber, consistent with section
3 of this act, and other valuable materials from state | ands and for
conducting silvicultural treatnments consistent with RCW 79. 15. 540.

(2) The contract requirenents nmust be conpatible with the office of
financi al managenent's guide to public service contracts.

(3) The departnment may not use contract harvesting for nore than
ten percent of the total annual volune of tinber offered for sale
However, volune renoved primarily to address an identified forest
heal th i ssue under RCW 79. 15. 540 may not be included in calculating the
ten percent annual |imt of contract harvesting sal es.

Sec. 5. RCW79.15.510 and 2003 ¢ 313 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The department may establish a contract harvesting program by
directly contracting for the renoval of tinber, consistent with section
3 of this act, and other valuable materials fromstate | ands.

(2) The contract requirenents nust be conpatible with the office of
financi al managenent's guide to public service contracts.

(3) The departnment nmay not use contract harvesting for nore than
ten percent of the total annual volume of tinber offered for sale.
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NEW SECTI ON.
2007.

NEW SECTI1 ON.
31, 2007.

Sec.

Sec.

6.

7.

Section 4 of this act expires Decenber 31,

Section 5 of this act takes effect Decenber

~-- END ---
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