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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1529

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on State Governnment & Tribal Affairs (originally
sponsored by Representatives Appleton, Chandler, Arnstrong, Kenney,
Moel I er, Ornsby and Seaqui st; by request of Secretary of State)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to voter registration; amending RCW 29A. 08. 113,
29A. 08. 115, 29A.08. 125, 29A. 08. 135, 29A.08. 140, 29A. 08.410, 29A. 08. 430,
29A. 08. 510, 29A.08.520, 29A. 08. 605, 29A.08. 640, 29A. 08.651, 29A. 40.010,
29A. 40. 020, 29A.40.061, 29A. 40.091, and 29A 60.235; reenacting and
anmendi ng RCW 29A. 04. 611, 29A. 08.620, and 29A 40.110; and repeali ng RCW
29A.04. 103, 29A. 08.145, 29A 08.660, and 29A.08. 785.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29A. 04.611 and 2006 ¢ 207 s 1 and 2006 c 206 s 2 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

The secretary of state as chief election officer shall nake
reasonabl e rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW not inconsi stent
with the federal and state election laws to effectuate any provision of
this title and to facilitate the execution of its provisions in an
orderly, tinely, and uniform manner relating to any federal, state,
county, city, town, and district elections. To that end the secretary
shall assist local election officers by devising uniform fornms and
pr ocedur es.

In addition to the rule-making authority granted otherwi se by this
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section, the secretary of state shall nake rules governing the
fol |l ow ng provisions:

(1) The mai ntenance of voter registration records;

(2) The preparation, maintenance, distribution, review, and filing
of precinct maps;

(3) Standards for the design, l|ayout, and production of ballots;

(4) The examination and testing of voting systens for
certification;

(5) The source and scope of independent evaluations of voting
systens that nmay be relied upon in certifying voting systens for use in
this state;

(6) Standards and procedures for the acceptance testing of voting
systens by counti es;

(7) Standards and procedures for testing the programm ng of vote
tallying software for specific primaries and el ections;

(8) Standards and procedures for the preparation and use of each
type of certified voting systemincluding procedures for the operation
of counting centers where vote tallying systens are used;

(9) Standards and procedures to ensure the accurate tabul ation and
canvassing of ballots;

(10) Consistency anong the counties of the state in the preparation
of ballots, the operation of vote tallying systens, and the canvassing
of primaries and el ections;

(11) Procedures to ensure the secrecy of a voter's ballot when a
smal | nunber of ballots are counted at the polls or at a counting
center;

(12) The use of substitute devices or neans of voting when a voting
device at the polling place is found to be defective, the counting of
votes cast on the defective device, the counting of votes cast on the
substitute device, and the docunentation that nust be submtted to the
county auditor regarding such circunstances;

(13) Procedures for the transportation of sealed containers of
voted ballots or seal ed voting devices;

(14) The acceptance and filing of docunents via electronic
facsiml e;

(15) Voter registration applications and records;

(16) The use of voter registration information in the conduct of
el ecti ons;
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(17) The coordination, del i very, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by driver licensing agents or the
departnent of |icensing;

(18) The coordination, del i very, and processing of voter
regi stration records accepted by agenci es designated by the governor to
provi de voter registration services;

(19) Procedures to receive and distribute voter registration
applications by mail;

(20) Procedures for a voter to change his or her voter registration
address within a county by tel ephone;

(21) Procedures for a voter to change the nane under which he or
she is registered to vote;

(22) Procedures for canceling dual voter registration records and
for maintaining records of persons whose voter registrations have been
cancel ed;

(23) Procedures for the electronic transfer of voter registration
records between county auditors and the office of the secretary of
st at e;

(24) Procedures and fornms for declarations of candi dacy;

(25) Procedures and requirenents for the acceptance and filing of
decl arations of candi dacy by el ectronic neans;

(26) Procedures for the circunstance in which two or nore
candi dates have a nane simlar in sound or spelling so as to cause
confusion for the voter;

(27) Filing for office;

(28) The order of positions and offices on a ballot;

(29) Sanple ballots;

(30) I ndependent eval uations of voting systens;

(31) The testing, approval, and certification of voting systens;

(32) The testing of vote tallying software progranm ng;

(33) Standards and procedures to prevent fraud and to facilitate
the accurate processing and canvassing of absentee ballots and mail
ballots, including standards for the approval and inplenmentation of
hardware and software for automated signature verification systens;

(34) Standards and procedures to guarantee the secrecy of absentee
ballots and mail ballots;

(35) Uniformty anong the counties of the state in the conduct of
absentee voting and nmail ballot elections;
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(36) Standards and procedures to accomopdate ((eut—ef-state
voters;)) overseas voters((s)) and service voters;

(37) The tabul ati on of paper ballots before the close of the polls;

(38) The accessibility of polling places and registration
facilities that are accessible to elderly and di sabl ed persons;

(39) The aggregation of precinct results if reporting the results
of a single precinct could jeopardi ze the secrecy of a person's ballot;

(40) Procedures for conducting a statutory recount;

(41) Procedures for filling vacancies in congressional offices if
the general statutory tinme requirenents for availability of absentee
bal l ots, certification, canvassing, and related procedures cannot be
net ;

(42) Procedures for the statistical sanpling of signatures for
purposes of verifying and canvassing signhatures on initiative,
referendum and recall election petitions;

(43) Standards and deadlines for submtting material to the office
of the secretary of state for the voters' panphlet;

(44) Deadlines for the filing of ballot titles for referendumbills
and constitutional anendnents if none have been provided by the
| egi sl ature;

(45) Procedures for the publication of a state voters' panphlet;

(46) Procedures for conducting special elections regarding nucl ear
waste sites if the general statutory tinme requirenments for availability
of absentee ballots, certification, canvassing, and rel ated procedures
cannot be net;

(47) Procedures for conducting partisan primary el ections;

(48) Standards and procedures for the proper conduct of voting
during the early voting period to provide accessability for the blind
or visually inpaired;

(49) Standards for voting technology and systens used by the state
or any political subdivision to be accessible for individuals wth
disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and
visually inpaired, in a manner that provides the same opportunity for
access and participation, including privacy and i ndependence, as other
voters;

(50) Al data formats for transferring voter registration data on
el ectronic or machi ne-readabl e nedia for the purpose of adm nistering
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the statewi de voter registration list required by the Help Arerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);

(51) Defining the interaction of electronic voter registration
el ecti on managenent systens enpl oyed by each county auditor to maintain
a local copy of each county's portion of the official state l|ist of
regi stered voters;

(52) Provisions and procedures to inplenment the state-based
adm ni strative conplaint procedure as required by the Help Anerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);

(53) Facilitating the paynent of |ocal government grants to | ocal
governnment el ection officers or vendors; and

(54) Standards for the verification of signatures on absentee,
mai |, and provisional ballot envel opes.

Sec. 2. RCWZ29A. 08.113 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 7 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) If a voter who registered by mail indicates on the voter
registration form that he or she does not have a Washington state
driver's |icense, Wshington state identification card, or Social

Security nunber, he or she nust provide one of the follow ng fornms of
identification on or before the first time he or she votes after
regi stering:

(a) Vvalid photo identification,;

(b) Avalid enrollnent card of a federally recognized Indian tribe
i n Washi ngton st ate;

(c) Acopy of a current utility bill;

(d) A current bank statenent;

(e) A copy of a current governnent check;

(f) A copy of a current paycheck; or

(g) A governnent docunent that shows both the name and address of
t he voter.

(2) If the voter fails to provide one of the above forns of
identification prior to or at the time of voting, the ballot nust be
treated as a provisional ballot regardless of whether the voter is
voting at a poll site or by mail. The ballot may only be counted if
the ((voter's signature on the outside envelope natches the sighature
HA—theveoter registrationrecords)) voter provides the identification

no later than the day before certification of the primary or el ection.
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(3) The requirenents of this section do not apply to an ((eut—ef—
state;)) overseas((y)) or service voter who registers to vote by
signing the return envel ope of the absentee ballot.

Sec. 3. RCWZ29A 08.115 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

A person or organi zation collecting voter registration application
forms nust transmt the forns to the secretary of state or a county
auditor ((at—teast—once—weekly)) within five days of receipt of a
conpleted application form The registration date on such forns wll
be the date they are received by the secretary of state or county
audi t or.

Sec. 4. RCW29A 08.125 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each county auditor shall maintain a conputer file containing
a copy of each record of all registered voters within the county
contained on the official statewide voter registration list for that
county.

(2) ((The secretary of state shall at least quarterly review and

I I I . a1l . I I 6 eial : o

. . I I I it I : _
£3))) The conputer file nmust include, but not be limted to, each

voter's last nanme, first name, mddle initial, date of birth, residence
address, gender, date of registration, applicable taxing district and
preci nct codes, and the | ast date on which the individual voted.

((64»)) (3) The county auditor shall subsequently record each
consecutive date upon which the individual has voted and retain all
such consecutive dates.

Sec. 5. RCW 29A. 08. 135 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 111 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

((

prescribed by the secretary of state.)) (1) When a person who has
previously registered to vote in another state applies for voter
regi stration, the person shall provide on the registration forn((+))
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al | information needed to cancel any previous registration.
Notification must be nmade to the state elections office of the
applicant's previous state of registration.

(2) A county auditor receiving official information that a voter
has registered to vote in another state shall i medi ately cancel that
voter's registration on the official state voter registration |ist.

Sec. 6. RCW29A 08.140 and 2006 ¢ 97 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(T . . i e a1 . hall | I I .

: : hi I . i | i : ’ ol
el ection, and general election to be held in such precincts.))

(1) A person who is not registered to vote in Wshington nust
register by the followng deadlines in order to vote in an upcon ng
primary, special election, or general election:

(a) At least thirty days before the primary, special election, or
general election if registering by mail; or

(b) At least fifteen days before the primary, special election, or
general election if registering in person at the county auditor's
office. A person who registers under this subsection will be issued an
absentee or mail ballot for the upcoming prinmary, special election, or
general election.

(2) A reqgistered voter who changes his or her residence within a
county or from one county to another nust transfer his or her
registration at least thirty days before a primary, special election,
or general election in order to be in effect for that primary, special
el ection, or general election.

(3) The county auditor shall acknow edge each transfer or new voter
registration by providing the voter a card identifying his or her
current precinct and containing such other infornmation as may be
prescribed by the secretary of state.

(4) The county auditor shall give notice of the ((elesing—ot—the
precinct files for transfer and notice of the special registration and
vothg—procedure—provided by ROAM29A-08-145)) registration deadlines hy

one publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county at

| east ((Hwve)) thirty-five days before the ((eloesthrg—of—the—preectnet
files—
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days—before—any)) primary, special election, or general election((;-—he

Sec. 7. RCW 29A.08.410 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 228 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

( (Fo—raintatn—a—vald—voter—registration,-)) A registered voter who
changes his or her residence from one address to another within the
sane county ((shall)) nust transfer his or her registration to the new
address in one of the follow ng ways and the county auditor nust nail

the voter an acknow edgenent notice within sixty days:

(1) Sending to the county auditor a ((stgned)) request stating the
voter's present address and the address fromwhich the voter was | ast
regi st ered;

(2) Appearing in person before the auditor and ((stgrtrg)) nmaking
such a request;

(3) Transferring the registration in the manner provided by RCW
29A. 08.430; ((e+))

(4) Tel ephoning the county auditor to transfer the registration((-

N O\A a¥a a
A v C O

i i )) . _or
(5) Submitting a new voter reqgistration form

Sec. 8. RCW 29A. 08. 430 and 2004 c 267 s 123 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

(1) A ((persenwhoisregisteredtovotet+nthisstate)) reqgistered

voter may transfer his or her voter registration at a polling place on
the day of a primary, special election, or general election ((efr

primary under the follow ng procedures:

SHB 1529 p. 8
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a)—Fhe—voter—nay—conplete;—at—the—poling—placer)) by conpleting
a voter registration form ((destgned—by—theseeretary—of state—and

Lot I i ;

b))) or, for a change within the county, ((the—veter—rmay—wite))
by witing in his or her new residential address in the precinct |ist
of registered voters.

((

to be available to voters for use in the county.))

(2) A voter who transfers his or her registration in the manner
authorized by this section shall vote in the precinct in which he or
she was previously registered.

((£3)—T ' hall—withi . I ’ | I I
I : I . . | hi on. I L od

. I 1 hi I . I L | )

Sec. 9. RCW 29A. 08. 510 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 124 are each anended to

H-sts—under—ROW29A-08-605,-)) Deceased voters will be canceled from
voter registration lists as foll ows:

(1) ((Perteodiealty)) Mnthly, the registrar of vital statistics of
the state shall prepare a list of persons who resided in each county,
for whom a death certificate was transmtted to the registrar and was
not included on a previous list, and shall supply the list to the
secretary of state. The secretary of state shall conpare this nonthly
list with the registration records and cancel the registrations of

deceased voters ((wthin—at—tleast—ftorty-ftive days—before the next
primary or election)).

(2) In addition, each county auditor nay also use newspaper
obituary articles as a source of information in order to cancel a
voter's registration fromthe official state voter registration |ist.
The auditor nust verify the identity of the voter by matching the
voter's date of birth or an address. The auditor shall record the date
and source of the obituary in the cancellation records.

(3) In addition, any registered voter may sign a statenment, subject
to the penalties of perjury, to the effect that to his or her personal

p. 9 SHB 1529
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knowl edge or Dbelief another registered voter is deceased. Thi s
statenent may be filed with the county auditor or the secretary of
state. Upon the receipt of such signed statenment, the county auditor
or the secretary of state shall cancel the registration ((recerds
concerned)) fromthe official state voter registration |ist.

Sec. 10. RCW 29A.08.520 and 2005 c 246 s 15 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Upon receiving official notice of a person's conviction of a
felony in either state or federal court, if the convicted person is a
regi stered voter in the county, the county auditor shall cancel the
defendant's voter registration. ((Addttenatby))

(2) The secretary of state in conjunction with the departnent of
corrections, the Washington state patrol, the office of the
admnistrator for the courts, and other appropriate state agencies
shall arrange for a ((guarterty)) sem annual conparison of a |ist of
known felons with the statewi de voter registration list. |If a person
is found on a felon list and the statew de voter registration list, the
secretary of state or county auditor shall confirmthe match through a
date of birth conparison and suspend the voter registration fromthe
official state voter registration list. The canceling authority shal
send to the person at his or her last known voter registration address
a notice of the proposed cancellation and an explanation of the
requirenents for restoring the right to vote once all ternms of
sentenci ng have been conpleted. |If the person does not respond within
thirty days, the registration nust be cancel ed.

((2)) (3) The right to vote nay be restored by, for each fel ony
conviction, one of the foll ow ng:

(a) A certificate of discharge issued by the sentencing court, as
provided in RCW 9. 94A. 637;

(b) A court order restoring the right, as provided in RCW9. 92. 066;

(c) Afinal order of discharge issued by the indeterm nate sentence
review board, as provided in RCW9. 96. 050; or

(d) A certificate of restoration issued by the governor, as
provided in RCW 9. 96. 020.

Sec. 11. RCW 29A. 08. 605 and 2004 c 267 s 128 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

SHB 1529 p. 10
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29A08-510—the—seeretary—of—state—and)) The county auditor shal

((eocoperat+vely)) establish a general program of voter registration
i st maintenance. This program nust be a thorough review that is
applied uniformy throughout the county and nust be nondiscrim natory
in its application. ((Aay)) The program ((established)) nust be

conpleted at |east once every two years ((and—not—tater—than—hninety

off+ee)) between the first day of October in the odd-nunbered year and
the first day of June in the even-nunbered year. This obligation may
be fulfilled in one of the foll ow ng ways:

(1) The ((secretary of state nay enter into one or nore contracts))
county auditor may contract with the United States postal service, or
its licensee, ((wheh)) to permt the use of postal service ((ehange—
oef—address)) change of address information. If ((the)) change of
address information is received ((froem—the—United—States—postal
serviee)) that indicates that a voter has changed his or her residence
address within the ((state)) county, the auditor shall transfer the
registration of t hat vot er and send ((a—-econfH+rmation)) an
acknow edgenent notice to the new address inform ng the voter of the
transfer ((te—thenewaddress)). |If change of address information is
received that indicates that a voter has changed his or her residence
address fromone county to another, the auditor shall place the voter
on inactive status and send to all known addresses a confirmation
notice and a new voter reqgistration form

(2) The county auditor may send a direct, nonforwardable,

( ( ronprofit—or—+tirst-elass)) return service requested nmailing to every
regi stered voter ((beartng—the—postal—endorserert—"Return—Serviee
Reguested—)). |If address correction information ((fer—a—veter)) is
received by the county auditor ((aftter—this—+aitng)) that indicates
that a voter has changed his or her residence address wthin the
county, the auditor shall transfer the registration of that voter and
send an acknow edgenent notice to the new address inform ng the voter
of the transfer. |If address correction information is received by the
county auditor that indicates that a voter has changed his or her
resi dence address fromone county to another, the auditor shall place

p. 11 SHB 1529
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that voter on inactive status and shall send to ((the—veter)) all known
addresses a confirmation notice and a new voter registration form
(3) Any other nethod approved by the secretary of state.

Sec. 12. RCW 29A 08.620 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 130 and 2004 c 266 s 8
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:
(1) A county auditor shall ((asstgh—a+egistered—voter—toi+nactive
| chall Y T . ) 7 Y

uhrder—ROWM29A-08-605—indieat+hg)) transfer the registration of a voter

and send an acknow edgenent notice to the new address informng the
voter of the transfer if change of address information received from
the postal service, the departnent of licensing, or another agency
designated to provide voter registration services indicates that the
voter has noved within the county.

(2) A county auditor shall place a voter on inactive status and
send to all known addresses a confirmation notice and a new voter
registration formif any of the follow ng occur:

(a) Change of address information received fromthe postal service,
the departnent of l|icensing, or another agency designated to provide
voter registration services indicates that the voter has noved from one
county to another;

SHB 1529 p. 12
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(b) Any docunent, other than a confirmation notice, nmailed by the
county auditor to a voter is returned by the postal service as
undel i verable without address correction information; or

(c) Anotification to serve on jury duty is returned by the postal
service as undeliverable w thout address correction information.

(3) A county auditor shall place a voter on inactive status and
send to all known addresses a confirmation notice if change of address
information received from the postal service, the departnent of
licensing, or another state agency designated to provide voter
registration services indicates that the voter has noved out of the
state.

Sec. 13. RCW 29A.08.640 and 2004 c 267 s 132 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If the response to the confirmation notice provides the county
auditor with the information indicating that the voter has noved wthin
the county, the auditor shall transfer the voter's registration and
send the voter an acknow edgenent notice.

(2) If the response indicates ((a—+rove—-out—of—a)) that the voter
noved out of the county, but within the state, the auditor shall place

the registration in inactive status ((fer—transter—pendingaceceptance
by the county indicated by the new address.  The auditor shall
. . . . . ).
The voter nmust reqgister in the new county by submtting a new voter
registration form

(3) If the response indicates that the voter has left the state,
the auditor shall cancel the voter's registration on the official state
voter registration list.

Sec. 14. RCW 29A.08.651 and 2005 c 246 s 16 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the secretary of state shall create and maintain
a statewi de voter registration data base. This data base nust be a
single, wuniform official, centralized, interactive conputerized
statewi de voter registration |list defined, maintained, and adm ni stered
at the state level that contains the nanme and registration information
of every legally registered voter in the state and assigns a unique
identifier to each legally registered voter in the state.
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(2) The conputerized list nust serve as the single system for
storing and maintaining the official Ilist of registered voters
t hroughout the state.

(3) The conputerized list nust contain the nanme and registration
information of every legally registered voter in the state.

(4) Under the conputerized list, a unique identifier is assigned to
each legally registered voter in the state.

(5) The conputerized list nust be coordinated with other agency
data bases wthin the state, including but not |imted to the
departnent of corrections, the departnent of |icensing, the departnent
of health, the Wshington state patrol, and the office of the
admnistrator for the courts. The conputerized |ist may also be
coordinated with the data bases of election officials in other states.

(6) Any election officer in the state, including any |ocal election
officer, may obtain immediate electronic access to the information
contained in the conputerized |ist.

(7) Al voter registration information obtained by any |ocal
el ection officer in the state nust be electronically entered into the
conputerized list on an expedited basis at the tine the information is
provided to the | ocal officer.

(8) The chief state election officer shall provide support, as may
be required, so that Ilocal election officers are able to enter
informati on as described in subsection (3) of this section.

(9) The conputerized list serves as the official voter registration
list for the conduct of all elections.

(10) The secretary of state has data authority on all voter
regi stration data.

(11) The voter registration data base nust be designed to
acconplish at a mninmm the foll ow ng:

(a) Comply with the Help Anmerica Vote Act of 2002 (P.L. 107-252);

(b) Identify duplicate voter registrations;

(c) ldentify suspected duplicate voters;

(d) Screen against the department of corrections, the WAashington
state patrol, and other appropriate state agency data bases to aid in
the cancellation of voter registration of felons, of persons who have
declined to serve on juries by virtue of not being citizens of the
United States, and of persons determned to be legally inconpetent to
vot e;
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(e) Provide up-to-date signatures of voters for the purposes of
initiative signature checking;

(f) Provide for a conparison between the voter registration data
base and the departnent of |icensing change of address data base;

(g) Provide online access for county auditors with the goal of rea
time duplicate checking and update capabilities; and

(h) Provide for the cancellation of voter registration for persons
who have noved to other states and surrendered their Washington state
drivers' licenses.

(12) In order to maintain the statewi de voter registration data
base, the secretary of state may, upon agreenent with other appropriate
jurisdictions, screen against data bases maintained by election
officials in other states and data bases nmi ntai ned by federal agencies
including, but not limted to, the federal bureau of investigation, the
federal court system the federal bureau of prisons, and the bureau of
citizenship and imm gration services.

(13) The secretary of state shall retain information regarding
previ ous successful appeals of proposed cancell ations of registrations
in order to avoid repeated cancellations for the sanme reason.

({ (H—The—secretary—ol—statemust—review-and—update—the records—ot

atH—registered—voters—onthe—conputerizedtHst—on—a guarterby—hasts—teo
ake—add-t-ons—and—corrections—) )

Sec. 15. RCW 29A 40.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1001 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any registered voter of the state or any ((eut—ef-state—voter))
overseas voter((y)) or service voter nmay vote by absentee ballot in any
general election, special election, or primary in the manner provided
in this chapter. ((ut—oef-—state—voters)) Overseas voters((y)) and
service voters are authorized to cast the sane ballots, including those
for special elections, as a registered voter of the state would receive
under this chapter

Sec. 16. RCW 29A 40.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1002 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as otherwise provided by law, a registered voter ((er
out—of-—state—voter)), overseas voter, or service voter desiring to cast
an absentee ballot at a single election or primary nust request the
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absentee ballot fromhis or her county auditor no earlier than ninety
days nor later than the day before the election or primary at which the
person seeks to vote. Except as otherw se provided by |aw, the request
may be made orally in person, by telephone, electronically, or in
witing. An application or request for an absentee ball ot made under
the authority of a federal statute or regulation will be considered and
given the sanme effect as a request for an absentee ballot under this
chapter.

(2) A voter requesting an absentee ballot for a primary may al so
request an absentee ballot for the follow ng general election. A
request by an ((euwt—ef-—state—voters)) overseas voter((;)) or service
voter for an absentee ballot for a primary election will be considered
as a request for an absentee ballot for the follow ng general election.

(3) In requesting an absentee ballot, the voter shall state the
address to which the absentee ball ot should be sent. A request for an
absentee ballot from an((eut—ef—state—voeter)) overseas voter((s)) or
service voter nust include the address of the last residence in the
state of Washington and either a witten application or the oath on the
return envel ope nust include a declaration of the other qualifications
of the applicant as an elector of this state. A request for an
absentee ballot from any other voter nust state the address at which
that voter is currently registered to vote in the state of Washi ngton
or the county auditor shall verify that information from the voter
regi stration records of the county.

(4) A request for an absentee ballot froma registered voter who is
within this state nust be made directly to the auditor of the county in
which the voter is registered. An absentee ballot request from a
registered voter who is tenporarily outside this state or from an
((eout—of-—state—voter;-)) overseas voter((y)) or service voter may be
made either to the appropriate county auditor or to the secretary of
state, who shall pronptly forward the request to the appropriate county
audi t or.

(5) No person, organization, or association nmay distribute absentee
ball ot applications wthin this state that contain a return address
other than that of the appropriate county auditor.

Sec. 17. RCW 29A. 40. 061 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 134 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) The county auditor shall issue an absentee ballot for the
primary or election for which it was requested, or for the next
occurring primary or election when ongoing absentee status has been
requested if the information contained in a request for an absentee
bal l ot or ongoing absentee status received by the county auditor is
conplete and correct and the applicant is qualified to vote under
federal or state law. Otherwi se, the county auditor shall notify the
applicant of the reason or reasons why the request cannot be accepted.
Whenever two or nore candi dates have filed for the position of precinct
commttee officer for the sane party in the sanme precinct, the contest
for that position nmust be presented to absentee voters from that
precinct by either including the contest on the regul ar absentee ball ot
or a separate absentee ballot. The ballot nust provide space
designated for witing in the nane of additional candi dates.

(2) A registered voter nmay obtain a replacenent ballot if the
ball ot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not received by the voter. The
voter may obtain the ballot by telephone request, by nuil
el ectronically, or in person. The county auditor shall keep a record
of each repl acenent ball ot provided under this subsection.

(3) A copy of the state voters' panphlet nust be sent to
((registered voters tenporarily outside the state, out-of-state
voters;)) overseas voters((+)) and service voters along with the
absentee ballot if such a panphlet has been prepared for the primary or
election and is available to the county auditor at the tinme of mailing.
The county auditor shall nmail all absentee ballots and related nmateri al
to voters outside the territorial limts of the United States and the
District of Colunbia under 39 U S. C. 3406.

Sec. 18. RCW 29A.40.091 and 2005 c 246 s 21 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall send each absentee voter a ballot, a
security envelope in which to seal the ballot after voting, a |arger
envel ope in which to return the security envel ope, and instructions on
how to mark the ballot and how to return it to the county auditor. The
i nstructions that acconpany an absentee ballot for a partisan primry
must include instructions for voting the applicable ballot style, as
provided in chapter 29A.36 RCW The absentee voter's nane and address
must be printed on the larger return envel ope, which nust also contain
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a declaration by the absentee voter reciting his or her qualifications
and stating that he or she has not voted in any other jurisdiction at
this election, together with a summary of the penalties for any
violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. The decl aration
must clearly informthe voter that it is illegal to vote if he or she
is not a United States citizen; it is illegal to vote if he or she has
been convicted of a felony and has not had his or her voting rights
restored; and, except as otherwise provided by law, it is illegal to
cast a ballot or sign an absentee envel ope on behal f of another voter.
The return envel ope nust provide space for the voter to indicate the
date on which the ballot was voted and for the voter to sign the oath.
It nust also contain a space so that the voter nmay include a tel ephone
nunber. A sunmary of the applicable penalty provisions of this chapter
must be printed on the return envelope imediately adjacent to the
space for the voter's signature. The signature of the voter on the
return envelope nust affirmand attest to the statenents regarding the
qualifications of that voter and to the validity of the ballot. The
return envel ope nust al so have a secrecy flap that the voter may sea
that will cover the voter's signature and optional telephone nunber.
For ((eut—ef-state—veotersy)) overseas voters((y)) and service voters,
the signed declaration on the return envelope constitutes the
equi valent of a voter registration for the election or primary for
which the ballot has been issued. The voter nust be instructed to
either return the ballot to the county auditor by whomit was issued or
attach sufficient first class postage, if applicable, and nmail the
ball ot to the appropriate county auditor no |later than the day of the
el ection or primary for which the ballot was issued.

|f the county auditor chooses to forward absentee ballots, he or
she nmust include wth the ballot a <clear explanation of the
qualifications necessary to vote in that election and nust al so advi se
a voter with questions about his or her eligibility to contact the

county auditor. This explanation nmay be provided on the ball ot
envel ope, on an enclosed insert, or printed directly on the ballot
itself. If the information is not included, the envel ope nust clearly

indicate that the ballot is not to be forwarded and that return postage
I S guar ant eed.
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Sec. 19. RCW29A 40.110 and 2006 ¢ 207 s 4 and 2006 c 206 s 6 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The opening and subsequent processing of return envel opes for
any primary or election nmay begin upon receipt. The tabul ation of
absentee ballots nust not comrence until after 8:00 p.m on the day of
the primary or el ection.

(2) Al received absentee return envel opes nust be placed in secure
| ocations fromthe tinme of delivery to the county auditor until their
subsequent openi ng. After opening the return envel opes, the county
canvassi ng board shall place all of the ballots in secure storage unti
after 8:00 p.m of the day of the primary or election. Absent ee
ballots that are to be tabulated on an electronic vote tallying system
may be taken from the inner envelopes and all the normal procedura
steps may be perforned to prepare these ballots for tabul ation.

(3) Before opening a returned absentee ballot, the canvassing
board, or its designated representatives, shall exam ne the postnark,
statenment, and signature on the return envelope that contains the

security envelope and absentee ballot. Al'l personnel assigned to
verify signatures mnust receive training on statew de standards for
signature verification. Personnel shall verify that the voter's

signature on the return envelope is the sane as the signature of that
voter in the registration files of the county. Verification may be
conducted by an automated verification system approved by the secretary
of state. For any absentee ballot, a variation between the signature
of the voter on the return envel ope and the signature of that voter in
the registration files due to the substitution of initials or the use
of comon nicknanes is permtted so |ong as the surnane and handwiti ng
are clearly the sane.

(4) For registered voters casting absentee ballots, the date on the
return envelope to which the voter has attested determnes the
validity, as to the time of voting for that absentee ballot if the
postmark is mssing or is illegible. For ((out-ef-state—veoters))
overseas voters((;)) and service voters ((stationred—+n—the—United
States)), the date on the return envelope to which the voter has
attested determnes the validity as to the tinme of voting for that
absent ee ball ot.
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Sec. 20. RCW 29A.60.235 and 2005 c¢ 243 s 11 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The county auditor shall prepare, nmake publicly available at
the auditor's office or on the auditor's web site, and submt at the
time of certification an election reconciliation report that discloses
the foll ow ng information:

(a) The nunber of registered voters;

(b) The nunber of ballots counted,

(c) The nunber of provisional ballots issued;

(d) The nunber of provisional ballots counted,

(e) The nunber of provisional ballots rejected;

(f) The nunber of absentee ballots issued;

(g) The nunber of absentee ballots counted,

(h) The nunber of absentee ballots rejected,

(1) The nunber of federal wite-in ballots counted;

(j) The nunber of ((euwt—ef-—stater)) overseas((y)) and service
bal | ot s i ssued;

(k) The nunber of ((eut—ef-stater)) overseas((y)) and service
bal | ot s counted; and

(1) The nunber of ((eut—ef-—stater)) overseas((y)) and service
bal | ots rejected.

(2) The county auditor shall prepare and nmake publicly avail abl e at
the auditor's office or on the auditor's web site within thirty days of
certification a final election reconciliation report that discloses the
foll ow ng information:

(a) The nunber of registered voters;

(b) The total nunber of voters credited with voting;

(c) The nunber of poll voters credited with voting;

(d) The nunber of provisional voters credited with voting;

(e) The nunber of absentee voters credited with voting;

(f) The nunber of federal wite-in voters credited with voting;

(g) The nunber of ((euwt—ef-stater)) overseas((y)) and service
voters credited with voting;

(h) The total nunber of voters credited with voting even though
their ballots were postnmarked after el ection day and were not counted,
and

(1) Any other information the auditor deens necessary to reconcile
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t he nunmber of ballots counted with the nunber of voters credited with
voti ng.

(3) The county auditor mnmay also prepare such reports for
jurisdictions located, in whole or in part, in the county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW29A.04.103 (Qut-of-state voter) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 118;

(2) RCW29A.08. 145 (Late registration--Special procedure) and 2006
c 97 s 2, 2005 c 246 s 10, 2004 c 267 s 113, 2003 c¢ 111 s 213, & 1993
c 383 s 1,

(3) RCW 29A.08.660 (Felony offender--Conpletion of sentence) and
2005 ¢ 246 s 12; and

(4) RCW 29A.08.785 (Information services board, consultation) and
2004 c 267 s 140.

--- END ---

p. 21 SHB 1529



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.
	Section 6.
	Section 7.
	Section 8.
	Section 9.
	Section 10.
	Section 11.
	Section 12.
	Section 13.
	Section 14.
	Section 15.
	Section 16.
	Section 17.
	Section 18.
	Section 19.
	Section 20.
	Section 21.

