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PARTIAL VETO
C364L 07
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Creating an office of public guardianship within the administrative office of
the courts.

Sponsors:. Senate Committee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by Senators Franklin, McCadlin,
Kline, Stevens, Prentice, Parlette, Regala, Hargrove, Rasmussen, Murray, Jacobsen, Hewitt,
Keiser and Roach).

Senate Committee on Judiciary
Senate Committee on Ways & Means
House Committee on Judiciary
House Committee on Appropriations

Background: Guardianship isalegal process through which a guardian is given the power to
make decisions for a person who is determined to be "incapacitated" and therefore unable to
exercise hisor her rights or provide for his or her basic needs without the help of aguardian. A
person may be incapacitated if theindividual is at a significant risk of financial harm because
of an inability to manage his or her property or financial affairs or has a significant risk of
personal harm because of an inability to provide for nutrition, health, housing, or physical
safety. The court may establish a guardianship over the person, the person's estate, or both. A
guardian of an incapacitated person's estate is responsible for managing the person's property
and finances. A guardian of the person is responsible for assessing and meeting the person's
physical, mental, and emotional needs. The court may also establish alimited guardianship
for persons who need protection or assistance because of an incapacity, but who are capable
of managing some of their affairs.

Any adult person residing in Washington may serve as a guardian unless the person is of
unsound mind, has been convicted of a crime of moral turpitude, or is found unsuitable by the
court. Often the court will appoint a family member or close family friend to serve as a
guardian. If there are no suitable family members or friends who are able or willing to serve
as the guardian, the court may appoint a professional guardian. Professiona guardians must
be certified by the Certified Professional Guardian Board (Board) and must meet certain
education, experience, and training requirements established by the Board.

The Elder Law Section of the Washington State Bar Association formed a Public
Guardianship Task Force to develop recommendations on the issue of residents who need the
help of aguardian but are unable to pay for the guardian's services. The Task Force estimated
that there are approximately 4,500 people in Washington who are in need of, but lack,
guardianship services because they have neither volunteers able to provide those services nor
the resources to pay for them. The Task Force recommended that the Legidature establish an
Office of Public Guardianship to address this need.
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Summary: An office of public guardianship (Office) is created within the Administrative
Office of the Courts. The Supreme Court is directed to appoint a public guardianship
administrator to establish and administer a public guardianship program within the Office.

The Office will contract with public or private entities or individuals to provide public
guardianship services to people age 18 or older whose income does not exceed 200 percent of
the federa poverty level or who are receiving long-term care through the Department of
Social and Health Services. The administrator and Office are prohibited from acting as public
guardian or limited guardian for any individual.

The initial implementation of the public guardianship services are on apilot basisin at |east
two geographical areas, one that is urban and one that is rural. Eligibility criteria must be
adopted by the Office to enable it to serve people with the greatest need when it is unable to
provide public guardianship services to al persons determined by a court to need a public
guardian. The courts are directed to waive court costs and filing fees in any proceeding in
which an incapacitated person is receiving public guardianship services under this act.

Minimum standards of practice for public guardians must be adopted by the Office and any
public guardian providing services must be certified by the Certified Professional Guardian
Board. The Office must develop a monitoring system for the performance of public
guardians, including making in-home visits to randomly-selected public guardianship clients,
and must adopt a process for receiving, considering, investigating, and responding to
complaints.

A public guardian is required to visit each incapacitated person the guardian is serving at least
once amonth in order to be eligible for compensation from the Office. In addition, an entity
providing professional guardianship services may not be compensated for servicesif the entity
is serving more than 20 incapacitated persons per certified professiona guardian. The Office
may not petition for appointment of a public guardian for any person. Public guardianship
providers must annually certify that, for each person they serve, they have reviewed the need
for continued public guardianship services and evaluated whether it is appropriate to limit,
modify, or terminate the guardian's authority. In any cases where termination or modification
appears warranted, they are required to certify that the court has been asked for such a
modification or termination.

The Office isrequired to issue an annual report of its activities, track and report cost savings to
the Legidlature and Governor every two years, and contract with the Institute for Public Policy
for astudy to analyze costs and savings to the state from the public guardianship program.

A Public Guardianship Advisory Committee is created to review the activities of the Office
and the performance of the Public Guardianship Administrator. The Advisory Committee
will make recommendations on issues relating to the provision of public guardianship
Services.

Voteson Final Passage:

Senate 44 O
House 98 O  (House amended)
Senate 49 0  (Senate concurred)
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Effective: July 22, 2007

Partial Veto Summary: The section creating a Public Guardianship Advisory Committeeis
removed.
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