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SENATE BI LL 5440

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Kline

Read first time 01/24/20083. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to the state poet |aureate; adding a new section to
chapter 43.46 RCW and creating a new section

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature wishes to recognize: The
value of poetry and the contribution Washington poets nmake to the
culture of our state; that poetry is a literary form respected and
grow ng throughout all segnents of Wshington's population; that
awar eness and appreci ation of poetry encourages increased literacy and
advanced comruni cation skills; and that Washi ngton state has produced
many excellent and nationally recogni zed poets.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The state of Washington shall create the position of state poet
| aureate. The poet l|laureate shall engage in activities to pronote and

encourage poetry within the state, including but not limted to a
m ni rum of twenty readi ngs, workshops, |ectures, and/or presentations
for Washi ngt on educat i onal institutions and communi ties in

geographical ly diverse areas over a two-year term
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(2) Selection of a poet laureate shall be nade by a commttee
appoi nted by the Washi ngton comm ssion for the humanities or successor
agency and may i nclude representatives of the Washington state |ibrary,
education community, Washington state arts comm ssion, WAashington
comm ssion for the humanities, publishing, and the comunity of
Washi ngton poets, to be coordinated by the Washington conm ssion for
the humanities or successor agency.

(3) The poet laureate nmust be a published poet, resident of
Washi ngton state, active in the poetry community, and willing and abl e
to pronote poetry in the state of Washi ngton throughout the two-year
term

(4) The poet laureate may not serve nore than two consecutive two-
year terns. Admi nistration of the poet |aureate program shall be by
t he Washi ngton conm ssion for the humanities or successor agency.

--- END ---
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