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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5400

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Energy & Water (originally
sponsored by Senator Swecker)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to geoducks; and adding a new section to chapter
79. 96 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 79.96 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By January 1, 2004, the departnent and the departnent of fish
and wildlife shall initiate an agreement wth the geoduck harvesters
association for an initial term of ten years, wth the option of an
additional term of ten years, for inplenentation of a joint research
project in coordination with federally recognized treaty tribes to
exam ne the geoduck aquaculture industry in the state of Washi ngton
The agreenment and the research project may be termnated if any party
fails to perform

(2) The geoduck aquaculture research project nust use scientific
met hods to determ ne sustainability of geoduck aquaculture and assess
potential inpacts to the aquatic ecosystem

(3) The departnent shall provide the use of state-owned aquatic
| ands for the geoduck aquacul ture research project and shall determ ne
jointly with the associ ation the project design. The association shal
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provi de geoduck clamseed, materials, and labor. A jointly agreed upon
percent age of revenue from harvest of geoduck clans in the course of
the project nust be paid to the departnent.

(a) The departnent shall designate no fewer than five areas of
aquatic lands owned by the state on which to inplenent the geoduck
aquacul ture research project. The departnent, in cooperation with the
associ ation, shall determne the size and | ocation of the areas, which
shal | conprise approximately fifty acres.

(b) Harvest of any naturally occurring geoduck clans fromthe areas
desi gnated for the geoduck aquaculture research project is subject to
tribal treaty fishing rights. Efforts nust be nmade to identify areas
with density of geoduck clans below the level at which a natural bed
determ nati on nust be nmade pursuant to applicable federal court order

(4 At the end of the first year of the geoduck aquaculture
research project and each year thereafter, the departnent shall provide
a progress report on the project to the standing | egislative commttees
with jurisdiction. The second report and all subsequent reports nust
i ncl ude an assessnent of geoduck aquaculture, its inpact on the aquatic
ecosystem and recomendati ons regardi ng continuation or expansion of
the research project. Each report nust include the perspective of the
associ ati on.

--- END ---
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