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S-0511.1

SENATE BI LL 5188

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Benton, Stevens and Esser

Read first time 01/17/2003. Referred to Commttee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Rel ating to taxation; adding a new section to chapter 43. 135
RCW creating a new section; and providing a contingent effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 43. 135 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Any tax increase inposed by the state requires voter approval
unl ess the tax increase is approved by a vote of at |east two-thirds of
t he nenbers of each house.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "tax" includes, but is not
necessarily limted to, sales and use taxes, property taxes, business
and occupation taxes, excise taxes, fuel taxes, inpact fees, |icense
fees, permt fees, and any nonetary charge by governnent.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "tax" does not include:

(a) Higher education tuition; and

(b) Gvil and crimnal fines and other charges collected in cases
of restitution or violation of |aw or contract.

(4) For the purposes of this section, "tax increase" includes, but
is not necessarily limted to, a new tax, a nonetary increase in an
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existing tax, a tax rate increase, an expansion in the |l egal definition
of a tax base, and an extension of an expiring tax.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "state" includes, but is not
necessarily limted to, the state itself and all its departnments and
agencies, any city, county, special district, and other political
subdi vi sion or governnental instrunentality of or within the state.

(6) This section does not apply to any specific energency neasure
aut horized by vote of two-thirds of the nenbers of each house of the
|l egislature and expiring not Ilater than twelve nonths from the
effective date of the energency act.

(7) This section is intended to add to, and not replace, the
requi renents for tax increases set forth in Initiative 601, the
Taxpayer Protection Act, RCW43.135. 035.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The provisions of this act are to be
liberally construed to effectuate the policies and purposes of this
act .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect if the proposed
anendnent to Article VII, section 1 of the state Constitution, which
requi res voter approval for any tax increase (S-0510/03), is validly
submtted to and is approved and ratified by the voters at a genera
el ection held in Novenber 2003. If the proposed anendnment is not
approved and ratified, this act is null and void in its entirety.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. If any provision of +this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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