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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2875

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmttee on State Governnent (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Upt hegr ove, Ruder man, M | osci a, Ni xon, Tom
Ei cknmeyer, Santos, O nsby, Kagi and D ckerson)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to enhancing voting progranms for young people;
creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
enhance and pronote the educational opportunities for young people to
learn the rights and responsibilities of voting. Studies indicate that
voter participation decreases in popul ations that have not been exposed
to educational opportunities enphasizing the significance and inpact of
voti ng.

The | egislature recogni zes and appreci ates the ongoing efforts and
prograns of the office of the secretary of state, the county auditors
of the state, and other organizations that pronote voting education
prograns for students.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The secretary of state shall convene a
task force to explore opportunities for enhancing voter education
prograns for persons under the age of eighteen.

(2) The task force shall be conmposed of sixteen nenbers. St af f
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support for the task force shall be provided by the office of the
secretary of state.

(a) Four nenbers shall be nenbers of the |egislature, one from each
maj or caucus of the house of representatives, to be appointed by the
speaker of the house, and one from each nmj or caucus of the senate, to
be appoi nted by the president of the senate;

(b) At least two nenbers shall represent the office of the
secretary of state;

(c) At |least two nenbers shall represent county auditors' offices;

(d) At least two nenbers shall represent the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, at |east one of whom shall
represent the office of private education within the office of the
superintendent of public instruction;

(e) The remai ni ng nenbers shall be appointed by the office of the
secretary of state from organizations that participate in voting,
civics, or educational progranms for youth.

(3) The task force shall:

(a) Research existing opportunities in Washington for high schoo
students to learn the rights and responsibilities of voting;

(b) Share information regarding those prograns and events in
Washi ngton or el sewhere that have been successful or effective;

(c) Research opportunities for organizations to coll aborate when
provi di ng opportunities to expose high school students to the inpacts
of voting;

(d) Develop realistic and effective strategies to expose all high
school students to voting education prograns and events; and

(e) Research costs and expl ore possible funding opportunities.

(4) The task force shall make recomendations and report those
recommendations back to the legislature during the 2006 |egislative
session. Witten reports shall be in electronic formonly, provided to
all county auditors of the state, and posted on the web site of the
office of the secretary of state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act expire July 1,
2006.

~-- END ---
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