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HOUSE BI LL 2780

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Fromhold, Kagi, Delvin, Quall, Mlintire, Chase,
Darneille, Conway, Mrrell and Kenney

Read first tinme 01/20/2004. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Services.

AN ACT Relating to early learning and child care progranms and
services in the state; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that early |earning
and child care are an essential part of the daily lives of Washi ngton
famlies. The early years of a child's |life are critical to the
child' s healthy brain devel opnent and the quality of caregiving during
those early years can significantly inpact the child s intellectual and
enotional growth and social adjustnent.

The legislature further finds that the state is involved in
nunmerous early learning and child care prograns and services that are
adm ni stered through at least three state agencies. A nore cohesive
and integrated early learning and child care system would result in
greater efficiencies for the state and greater accessibility for the
famlies that the prograns are intended to serve. An effective system
of governance would provide |eadership, voice, and vision for early
| earning and child care in state governnent.

It is therefore the purpose of this act to initiate a process to
develop a strategic vision and specific goals for early |earning and
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child care prograns and services throughout the state in order to
provi de support to famlies in preparing for and maintaining children's
success in school.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) There is established an early | earning
and child care legislative work group to nmake recomendations for
devel oping a strategic vision and specific goals for early | earning and
child care prograns and services in the state.

(2) Menmbers of the work group shall be appoi nted by the speaker of
the house of representatives and the president of the senate.
Menbership of the work group shall consist of nenbers of the house
children and famly services commttee, education commttee, and
appropriations commttee and the senate children and famly services
and corrections commttee, education commttee, and ways and neans
conmm ttee. Cochairs of the work group shall be appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives and the president of the
senat e.

(3) The work group shall:

(a) Define legislative expectations and provide policy direction
for a statewde strategic plan for quality early learning and child
care prograns and services, which places early learning and child care
within the context of life-long | earning;

(b) Identify the nost efficient systemfor the adm nistration and
fiscal managenent of quality early learning and child care prograns and
services in the state;

(c) Make reconmmendati ons regardi ng consolidation of early | earning
and child care prograns and services in the state; and

(d) Seek involvenent fromfamlies, comunity groups, stakehol der
groups, and state agencies involved with early learning and child care
prograns and services throughout the state.

(4) The work group shall use legislative facilities and staff from
the office of programresearch and senate conm ttee services.

(5) The work group shall report its progress to the |egislature by
Decenber 5, 2004.

(6) The work group shall report 1its recomendations to the
| egi slature by January 10, 2005.
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