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H 3512.1

HOUSE BI LL 2472

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lovick, Delvin, OBrien, Sinpson, G, Kessler
Ki r by, Kenney, Chase, Sinpson, D., Cooper, Anderson and Conway

Read first tine 01/ 14/ 2004. Referred to Commttee on Fi nance.

AN ACT Relating to exenpting the surviving spouse of a fallen
energency responder fromthe state property tax |levy; and adding a new
section to chapter 84.36 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 84.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The surviving spouse of a fallen energency responder is exenpt
from any legal obligation to pay the state property tax levy on the
surviving spouse's residence that is due and payable in the year
followng the year in which a claim is filed, and every year
thereafter, in accordance with the foll ow ng:

(a) The state property tax l|levy nust have been inposed upon a
resi dence which was occupied by the surviving spouse claimng the
exenption as a principal place of residence as of the tine of filing.

(b) Any surviving spouse who sells, transfers, or is displaced from
his or her residence may transfer his or her exenption status to a
repl acenent residence, but no claimnt shall receive an exenption on
nmore than one residence in any year.
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(c) Confinenent of the surviving spouse to a hospital or nursing
home shall not disqualify the claimof exenption if:

(i) The residence is tenporarily unoccupi ed;

(i1) The residence is occupied by a person financially dependent on
the claimant for support, or a spouse; or

(ti1) The residence is rented for the purpose of paying nursing
home or hospital costs.

(d) The surviving spouse claimng the exenption nust have owned, at
the time of filing, in fee, as a life estate, or by contract purchase,
the residence on which the state property tax has been inposed or if
the spouse claimng the exenption lives in a cooperative housing
associ ation, corporation, or partnership, the spouse nust own a share
representing the unit or portion of the structure in which he or she
resi des. For purposes of this subsection, a residence owned by a
marital community or owned by cotenants shall be deened to be owned by
each spouse or cotenant, and any lease for |ife shall be deened a life
est at e.

(e) A claim for exenption under this section shall be nmade and
filed at any time during the year for exenption from state property
t axes payable the follow ng year and thereafter and solely upon forns
as prescribed and furnished by the departnent of revenue. All clains
for exenption shall be made and signed by the person entitled to the
exenption, by his or her attorney in fact, or in the event the
residence of the surviving spouse is under nortgage or purchase
contract requiring accunul ati on of reserves out of which the hol der of
the nortgage or contract is required to pay real estate taxes, by such
hol der or by the owner, either before two witnesses or the county
assessor or his or her deputy in the county where the property is
| ocat ed. If a claim for exenption is nmade by a spouse living in a
cooperative housing associ ation, corporation, or partnership, the claim
shall be made and signed by the person entitled to the exenption and by
the authorized agent of the cooperative. |If the taxpayer is unable to
submt his or her own claim the claim shall be submtted by a duly
aut hori zed agent or by a guardian or other person charged with the care
of the person or property of the taxpayer.

(f) Any person signing a false claimwith the intent to defraud or
evade the paynent of any tax is guilty of perjury under chapter 9A 72
RCW
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(g0 The tax liability of a cooperative housing association,
corporation, or partnership shall be reduced by the anount of tax
exenption to which a claimant residing therein is entitled and the
cooperative shall reduce any anount owed by the claimant to the
cooperative by the exact ampbunt of tax exenption or, if no anmount is
owed, the cooperative shall nake paynent to the clai mant of the exact
anount of exenpti on.

(h) A remai nderman or other person who would have otherw se paid
the tax on real property that is the subject of an exenption granted
under this section for an estate for |ife shall reduce the anmount which
woul d have been payable by the life tenant to the renmai nderman or ot her
person to the extent of the exenption. If no amount is owed or
separately stated as an obligation between these persons, the
remai nder man or ot her person shall make paynent to the life tenant in
t he exact amount of the exenption.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the follow ng definitions
apply unless the context clearly indicates otherw se.

(a) "Fallen energency responder” neans a | aw enforcenent officer or
fire fighter who dies as a result of injuries sustained in the course
of enploynent and was at the tine of death, a nenber of the retirenent
system established in chapter 41.26 RCWor a conmm ssioned enpl oyee of
the Washington state patrol belonging to the Washington state patro
retirenment system established in chapter 43.43 RCW This determ nation
shall be made consistent with Title 51 RCW by the departnment of |abor
and industries. The departnment of |abor and industries shall notify
the departnent of revenue. The departnent of revenue shall maintain a
list of fallen energency responders.

(b) "Residence" neans a single famly dwelling unit whether the
unit is separate or part of a nultiunit dwelling, including the | and on
whi ch the dwelling stands, but not to exceed one acre. The term also
includes a share ownership in a cooperative housing association,
corporation, or partnership if the surviving spouse claimng the
exenption can establish that his or her share represents the specific
unit or portion of the structure in which he or she resides. The term
al so includes a single famly dwelling situated upon | ands the fee of
which is vested in the United States or any instrunentality thereof
including an Indian tribe or in the state of Wshington, and
notw t hst andi ng the provi sions of RCW 84.04.080 and 84.04. 090, such a
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residence shall be deened real property. The term also includes a
nobi | e honme which has substantially lost its identity as a nobile unit
by virtue of its being fixed in |ocation upon |and owned or |eased by
the owner of the nobile hone and placed on a foundation (posts or
bl ocks) with fixed pipe, connections with sewer, water, or other
utilities.

~-- END ---
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