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Transportation Committee
SB 6462

Brief Description: Regulating tests and permits for commercial driver’s licensing.

Sponsors: Senators Gardner, Benton, Haugen, Horn and Winsley.

Brief Summary of Bill

Commercial driver training schools cannot administer the skills test portion of the
commercial drivers license (CDL) to one of its students.

In order to obtain a commercial driver instruction permit, an applicant must pass @
general knowledge test.

Hearing Date: 3/4/02

Staff: Penny Nerup (786-7335).

Background:

Commercial drivers license (CDL) endorsements are required for all Washington drivers who
transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver, who transport hazardous materials, or
who drive commercial vehicles in excess of 26,000 pounds. Drivers who want a CDL
endorsement are required by state law to take a knowledge and skills test that meets
minimum federal standards, in addition to any other requirements imposed by state law.

The Department of Licensing (DOL) can authorize a commercial driver training school or
another entity to administer the skills test if certain conditions are met.

Summary of Bill:

An entity authorized by the DOL to provide commercial driver training cannot administer the
skills test to one of its students.

Persons seeking an commercial driver instruction permit are required to pass a general
knowledge test for driving a commercial vehicle conducted by the DOL.

Appropriation: None.
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Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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