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HOUSE BI LL 3092

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Thomas

Read first tine 01/28/2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to increasing the mninmum school program
requi renents; anmending RCW 28A. 150.220, 28A. 150.220, 28A 150. 250,
28A. 150. 290, 28A.150.290, 28A 190.030, 28A.195.010, 28A. 305. 140,
28A. 310. 240, 28A. 400. 300, and 28A. 410. 080; reenacti ng and anendi ng RCW
28A. 330. 100; creating a new section; providing a contingent effective
date; and providing contingent expiration dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28A. 150.220 and 1995 ¢ 77 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) For the purposes of this section and RCW 28A. 150.250 and
28A. 150. 260:

(a) The term"total program hour offering"” shall nean those hours
when students are provided the opportunity to engage in educationa
activity planned by and under the direction of school district staff,
as directed by the admnistration and board of directors of the
district, inclusive of intermssions for class changes, recess and
t eacher/ parent - guar di an conferences whi ch are pl anned and schedul ed by
the district for the purpose of discussing students’ educational needs
or progress, and exclusive of tinme actually spent for neals.
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(b) "lInstruction in work skills" shall include instruction in one
or nore of the followng areas: Industrial arts, honme and famly life
education, business and office education, distributive education,
agricultural education, health occupations education, vocational
education, trade and industrial education, technical education and
career education.

(c) "School year" neans the m ni mumschool year |length as required
under subsection (5) of this section.

(2) Satisfaction of the basic education goal identified in RCW
28A. 150. 210 shall be considered to be inplenented by the follow ng
program requirements:

(a) Each school district shall make available to students in
ki ndergarten at least ((a)) an average total programoffering of ((feur
hundred—Hfty—hours)) two and one-half hours per school day. The
program shall include reading, arithnmetic, |anguage skills and such
ot her subjects and such activities as the school district shal
determ ne to be appropriate for the education of the school district’s
students enrolled in such program

(b) Each school district shall make avail abl e to students i n grades
one through three, at least ((a)) an_average total program hour
of fering of ((twetheousand-seven—-hundredhours)) five hours per school
day. A mninmm of ninety-five percent of the total program hour
of ferings shall be in the basic skills areas of reading/language arts
(which may include |anguages other than English, including Anmerican
I ndi an | anguages), mathematics, social studies, science, nusic, art,
heal t h and physi cal education. The remaining five percent of the total
program hour offerings may include such subjects and activities as the
school district shall determ ne to be appropriate for the education of
the school district’s students in such grades;

(c) Each school district shall nmake avail able to students in grades
four through six at least ((a&)) an_average total programhour offering
of ((t+wo—theusand-nine-hundred-seventy—hours)) five and one-half hours
per school day. A mnimumof ninety percent of the total program hour
of ferings shall be in the basic skills areas of reading/language arts
(which may include |anguages other than English, including Anmerican
I ndi an | anguages), mathematics, social studies, science, nusic, art,
heal t h and physi cal education. The remaining ten percent of the total
program hour offerings may include such subjects and activities as the
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school district shall determ ne to be appropriate for the education of
the school district’s students in such grades;

(d) Each school district shall nmake avail abl e to students i n grades
seven through eight, at least ((a)) an_average total program hour
of fering of ((ene—thousand—nine—hundred—eirghty—hours)) six hours per
school day. A mninmumof eighty-five percent of the total programhour
of ferings shall be in the basic skills areas of reading/language arts
(which may include |anguages other than English, including Anerican
I ndi an | anguages), mathematics, social studies, science, nusic, art,
heal th and physical education. A mnimmof ten percent of the total
program hour offerings shall be in the area of work skills. The
remai ning five percent of the total programhour offerings may include
such subjects and activities as the school district shall determne to
be appropriate for the education of the school district’s students in
such grades;

(e) Each school district shall nmake avail abl e to students i n grades
nine through twelve at l|least a total program hour offering of four
t housand t hree hundred twenty hours. A m ni numof sixty percent of the
total program hour offerings shall be in the basic skills areas of
| anguage arts, |anguages other than English, which may be Anerican
I ndi an | anguages, mathematics, social studies, science, nusic, art,
heal th and physical education. A mnimm of twenty percent of the
total program hour offerings shall be in the area of work skills. The
remai ning twenty percent of the total program hour offerings may
include traffic safety or such subjects and activities as the school
district shall determne to be appropriate for the education of the
school district’s students in such grades, with not | ess than one-half
thereof in basic skills and/or work skills: PROVIDED, That each school
district shall have the option of including grade nine within the
program hour offering requirenents of grades seven and ei ght so | ong as
such requirenents for grades seven through nine are increased to two
t housand ni ne hundred seventy hours and such requirenents for grades
ten through twelve are decreased to three thousand two hundred forty
hour s.

(3) In order to provide flexibility to the |ocal school districts
inthe setting of their curricula, and in order to maintain the intent
of this legislation, whichis to stress the instruction of basic skills
and work skills, any |l ocal school district may establish m ni numcourse
m x percentages that deviate by up to five percentage points above or
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bel ow those m ninmunms required by subsection (2) of this section, so
|l ong as the total program hour requirenent is still net.

(4) Nothing contained in subsection (2) of this section shall be
construed to require individual students to attend school for any
particul ar nunber of hours per day or to take any particul ar courses.

(5) Each school district’s kindergarten through twel fth grade basic
educati onal program shall be accessible to all students who are five
years of age, as provided by RCW28A. 225. 160, and | ess than twenty-one
years of age and shall consist of a mninmm of one hundred ((erghty))
eighty-five school days for the 2000-01 school year and one hundred
ninety school days per school year thereafter in such grades as are
conducted by a school district, and one hundred ((etghty)) eighty-five
hal f-days of instruction, or equivalent for the 2000-01 school year and
t hereafter one hundred ninety hal f-days of instruction, or equivalent,
i n kindergarten: PROVI DED, That effective May 1, 1979, a school
district may schedule the last five school days of the ((enre—hundred
and—etrghty—day)) school year for noninstructional purposes in the case
of students who are graduating from high school, including, but not
limted to, the observance of graduation and early rel ease fromschool
upon the request of a student, and all such students may be cl ai ned as
a full time equivalent student to the extent they coul d ot herw se have
been so clainmed for the purposes of RCW 28A. 150. 250 and 28A. 150. 260.

(6) The state board of education shall adopt rules to inplenent and
ensure conpliance with the program requirenents inposed by this
section, RCW28A. 150. 250 and 28A. 150. 260, and such rel at ed suppl enent al
program approval requirenents as the state board nmay establish:
PROVI DED, That each school district board of directors shall establish
the basis and neans for determning and nonitoring the district’s
conpliance with the basic skills and work skills percentage and course
requirenents of this section. The certification of the board of
directors and t he superintendent of a school district that the district
is in conpliance wth such basic skills and work skills requirenents
may be accepted by the superintendent of public instruction and the
state board of education.

(7) Special education progranms for students with disabilities,
vocational -technical institute progranms, state institution and state
residential school prograns, all of which prograns are conducted for
t he comon school age, kindergarten through secondary school program
students enconpassed by this section, shall be exenpt fromthe basic
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skills and work skills percentage and course requirenents of this
section in order that the unique needs, abilities or limtations of
such students may be net.

(8) Any school district may petition the state board of education
for areductionin the total programhour offering requirenents for one
or nore of the grade |evel groupings specified in this section. The
state board of education shall grant all such petitions that are
acconpanied by an assurance that the mninum total program hour
offering requirenents in one or nore other grade |evel groupings wll
be exceeded concurrently by no less than the nunber of hours of the
reducti on.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 150. 220 and 1993 ¢ 371 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) "School year" neans the m ni numschool year |length as required
under subsection (4) of this section.

(2) Satisfaction of the basic education program requirenents
identified in RCW28A. 150. 210 shall be considered to be inpl enented by
the foll ow ng program

(a) Each school district shall nmake avail able to students enrolled
in kindergarten at |least ((&)) an average total instructional offering

of ((feur—hundred+i+ity—hours)) two and one-half hours per school day.

The program shall include instruction in the essential academc
| earni ng requirenments under RCW28A. 630. 885 and such ot her subjects and
such activities as the school district shall determne to be

appropriate for the education of the school district’s students
enrolled in such program

(b) Each school district shall nmake avail able to students enrolled
in grades one through twelve, at least ((a)) an _average district-w de
annual average total instructional hour offering of ((enre—theousand
hours)) five and one-half hours per school day. The state board of
education nmay define alternatives to classroominstructional tinme for
students in grades nine through twelve enrolled in alternative | earning
experi ences. The state board of education shall establish rules to
determ ne annual average instructional hours for districts including
fewer than twelve grades. The program shall include the essenti al
academ c learning requirenments under RCW 28A. 630.885 and such ot her
subj ects and such activities as the school district shall determne to
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be appropriate for the education of the school district’s students
enrolled in such group;

(c) If the essential academc learning requirenents include a
requi renent of | anguages ot her than English, the requirenment nmay be net
by students receiving instruction in one or nore Anerican Indian
| anguages.

((2)) (3) Nothing contained in subsection ((£3-)) (2) of this
section shall be construed to require individual students to attend
school for any particular nunber of hours per day or to take any
particul ar courses.

((3y)) (4) Each school district’s kindergarten through twelfth
grade basi c educational programshall be accessible to all students who
are five years of age, as provided by RCW 28A. 225.160, and | ess than
twenty-one years of age and shall consist of a m ninmum of one hundred
((etghty)) eighty-five school days for the 2000-01 school year and one
hundred ni nety school days per school year thereafter in such grades as
are conducted by a school district, and one hundred ((etrghty)) eighty-
five half-days of instruction, or equivalent for the 2000-01 schoo
year and thereafter one hundred ninety half-days of instruction, or
equi valent, in kindergarten: PROVIDED, That effective May 1, 1979, a
school district may schedule the last five school days of the ((ene
hundred—and—etghty—day)) school year for noninstructional purposes in
the case of students who are graduating from high school, including,
but not imted to, the observance of graduation and early rel ease from
school upon the request of a student, and all such students may be
claimed as a full time equivalent student to the extent they could
ot herwi se have been so cl ai ned for the purposes of RCW28A. 150. 250 and
28A. 150. 260.

((4))) (5) The state board of education shall adopt rules to
i npl ement and ensure conpliance with the programrequirenents inposed
by this section, RCW 28A. 150.250 and 28A. 150.260, and such related
suppl emental program approval requirenents as the state board may
establ i sh.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.150. 250 and 1990 c¢ 33 s 107 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Fromthose funds nmade avail able by the | egislature for the current
use of the comon schools, the superintendent of public instruction
shal | distribute annually as provided i n RCW28A. 510. 250 to each school
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district of the state operating a program approved by the state board
of education an anount whi ch, when conbi ned with an appropriate portion
of such locally available revenues, other than receipts from federa
forest revenues distributed to school districts pursuant to RCW
28A.520.010 and 28A.520.020, as the superintendent of public
instruction my deem appropriate for consideration in conputing state
equal i zati on support, excluding excess property tax levies, wll
constitute a basic education allocation in dollars for each annua
average full tinme equivalent student enrolled, based upon one full

school year ((ef—one—hundred—etghty—days)) as prescribed in RCW
28A. 150. 220, except that for kindergartens one full school year shal

be ((ene—hundred—etghty—hali—days—oef—instruetion—or)) the half-day
school year equivalent as provided in RCW 28A. 150. 220.

Basi ¢ education shall be considered to be fully funded by those
anounts of dollars appropriated by the legislature pursuant to RCW
28A. 150. 250 and 28A.150.260 to fund those program requirenents
identifiedin RCW28A. 150. 220 i n accordance wth the formula and rati os
provi ded i n RCW 28A. 150. 260 and those anmounts of dollars appropri ated
by the legislature to fund the salary requirenents of RCW 28A. 150. 100
and 28A. 150. 410.

OQperation of a program approved by the state board of education,
for the purposes of this section, shall include a finding that the
rati o of students per classroomteacher in grades kindergarten through
three is not greater than the ratio of students per classroomteacher
in grades four and above for such district: PROVI DED, That for the
pur poses of this section, "classroomteacher"” shall be defined as an
i nstructional enpl oyee possessing at |east a provisional certificate,
but not necessarily enployed as a certificated enpl oyee, whose primary
duty is the daily educational instruction of students: PROVI DED
FURTHER, That the state board of education shall adopt rules and
regulations to insure conpliance with the student/teacher ratio
provi sions of this section, and such rules and regul ati ons shall all ow
for exenptions for those speci al prograns and/ or school districts which
may be deenmed unable to practicably neet the student/teacher ratio
requi renments of this section by virtue of a small nunber of students.

If a school district’s basic education programfails to neet the
basic education requirenents enunmerated in RCW 28A 150. 250,
28A. 150. 260, and 28A.150.220, the state board of education shall
require the superintendent of public instruction to withhold state
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funds in whole or in part for the basic education allocation unti
program conpliance is assured: PROVI DED, That the state board of
education may waive this requirenent in the event of substantial |ack
of classroom space.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A.150.290 and 1990 c¢ 33 s 111 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall have the power
and duty to make such rules and regul ations as are necessary for the
proper admnistration of this chapter and RCW 28A.160. 150 through
((28A—2160-220)) 28A.160.210, 28A.300.035, 28A. 300.170, and 28A. 500. 010
not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, and in addition to
requi re such reports as nmay be necessary to carry out his or her duties
under this chapter and RCW 28A. 160.150 through ((28A—166—220))
28A. 160. 210, 28A. 300. 035, 28A. 300.170, and 28A. 500. 010.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall have the
authority to make rul es ((and—+egulations—which)) that establish the
terms and conditions for allowing school districts to receive state
basi ¢ education noneys as provided in RCW 28A 150.250 when said
districts are unable to fulfill for one or nore schools as officially
schedul ed the requirenment of a ((f«#H)) m.nimum school year ((ef—ene
hundred—etghty—days)) as provided in RCW 28A. 150.220 or the tota
program hour offering, teacher contact hour, or course mx and
per cent age requi renents i nposed by RCW28A. 150. 220 and 28A. 150. 260 due
to one or nore of the follow ng conditions:

(a) An unforeseen natural event, including, but not necessarily
limted to, a fire, flood, explosion, storm earthquake, epidemc, or
vol canic eruption that has the direct or indirect effect of rendering
one or nore school district facilities unsafe, unheal thy, inaccessible,
or inoperable; and

(b) An unforeseen nmechanical failure or an unforeseen action or
i naction by one or nore persons, including negligence and threats, that
(1) 1s beyond the control of both a school district board of directors
and its enployees and (ii) has the direct or indirect effect of
rendering one or nore school district facilities unsafe, unhealthy,
i naccessi bl e, or inoperable. Such actions, inactions or nechanica
failures may include, but are not necessarily limted to, arson,
vandalism riots, insurrections, bonb threats, bonbings, delays in the
schedul ed conpl etion of construction projects, and the discontinuance
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or disruption of wutilities such as heating, lighting and water:
PROVI DED, That an unforeseen action or inaction shall not include any
| abor dispute between a school district board of directors and any
enpl oyee of the school district.

A condition is foreseeable for the purposes of this subsection to
the extent a reasonably prudent person woul d have antici pated prior to
August first of the preceding school year that the condition probably
woul d occur during the ensui ng school year because of the occurrence of
an event or a circunstance which existed during such precedi ng school
year or a prior school year. A board of directors of a school district
is deened for the purposes of this subsection to have know edge of
events and circunstances which are a matter of conmmon know edge within
the school district and of those events and circunstances which can be
di scovered upon prudent inquiry or inspection.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall nmake every
effort to reduce the anmount of paperwork required in adm nistration of
this chapter and RCW 28A. 160. 150 t hrough ((28A—160-—220)) 28A. 160. 210,

28A. 300. 035, 28A.300.170, and 28A.500.010; to sinplify the application,
nmoni tori ng and eval uati on processes used; to elimnate all duplicative
requests for information froml ocal school districts; and to make every
effort to integrate and standardize information requests for other
state education acts and federal aid to education acts adm ni stered by
the superintendent of public instruction so as to reduce paperwork
requi renents and duplicative information requests.

Sec. 5. RCW28A. 150.290 and 1992 c 141 s 504 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall have the power
and duty to make such rules and regul ations as are necessary for the
proper admnistration of this chapter and RCW 28A.160. 150 through
((28A—160-220)) 28A.160.210, 28A. 300.035, 28A. 300.170, and 28A. 500. 010
not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, and in addition to
requi re such reports as nay be necessary to carry out his or her duties
under this chapter and RCW 28A. 160.150 through ((28A—166—220))
28A. 160. 210, 28A. 300. 035, 28A. 300.170, and 28A. 500. 010.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall have the
authority to make rul es and regul ati ons which establish the terns and
conditions for allowng school districts to receive state basic
educati on noneys as provi ded i n RCW28A. 150. 250 when said districts are
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unable to fulfill for one or nore schools as officially schedul ed the
requi renent of a ((f#wHH)) moninum school year ((ef—ene—hundred—etghty
days)) as provided in RCW 28A 150.220 or the annual average tota

i nstructional hour offering inposed by RCW28A. 150. 220 and 28A. 150. 260
due to one or nore of the follow ng conditions:

(a) An unforeseen natural event, including, but not necessarily
limted to, a fire, flood, explosion, storm earthquake, epidemc, or
vol canic eruption that has the direct or indirect effect of rendering
one or nore school district facilities unsafe, unheal thy, inaccessibl e,
or inoperable; and

(b) An unforeseen nmechanical failure or an unforeseen action or
i nacti on by one or nore persons, including negligence and threats, that
(1) 1s beyond the control of both a school district board of directors
and its enployees and (ii) has the direct or indirect effect of
rendering one or nore school district facilities unsafe, unhealthy,
i naccessi bl e, or inoperable. Such actions, inactions or nechanica
failures may include, but are not necessarily limted to, arson,
vandalism riots, insurrections, bonb threats, bonbings, delays in the
schedul ed conpl etion of construction projects, and the discontinuance
or disruption of wutilities such as heating, lighting and water:
PROVI DED, That an unforeseen action or inaction shall not include any
| abor dispute between a school district board of directors and any
enpl oyee of the school district.

A condition is foreseeable for the purposes of this subsection to
the extent a reasonably prudent person would have anticipated prior to
August first of the preceding school year that the condition probably
woul d occur during the ensui ng school year because of the occurrence of
an event or a circunstance which existed during such precedi ng school
year or a prior school year. A board of directors of a school district
is deenmed for the purposes of this subsection to have know edge of
events and circunstances which are a matter of conmon know edge wi thin
t he school district and of those events and circunstances which can be
di scovered upon prudent inquiry or inspection.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall nmake every
effort to reduce the anmount of paperwork required in adm nistration of
this chapter and RCW 28A. 160. 150 t hrough ((28A—1606-—220)) 28A. 160. 210,
28A. 300. 035, 28A.300.170, and 28A.500.010; to sinplify the application,
nmoni t ori ng and eval uati on processes used; to elimnate all duplicative
requests for information froml ocal school districts; and to nmake every
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effort to integrate and standardize information requests for other
state education acts and federal aid to education acts adm ni stered by
the superintendent of public instruction so as to reduce paperwork
requi renents and duplicative information requests.

Sec. 6. RCW 28A. 190. 030 and 1995 c¢c 77 s 19 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each school district within which there is |located a residenti al
school shall, singly or in concert wth another school district
pursuant to RCW 28A.335.160 and 28A. 225.250 or pursuant to chapter
39.34 RCW conduct a program of education, including related student
activities, for residents of the residential school. Except as
otherwi se provided for by contract pursuant to RCW 28A. 190. 050, the
duties and authority of a school district and its enpl oyees to conduct
such a programshall be limted to the foll ow ng:

(1) The enploynent, supervision and control of admnistrators,
teachers, specialized personnel and ot her persons, deened necessary by
the school district for the conduct of the program of education;

(2) The purchase, | ease or rental and provision of textbooks, nmaps,
audi o-vi sual equi pnent, paper, witing instrunents, physical education
equi prent and other instructional equipnment, materials and supplies,
deened necessary by the school district for the conduct of the program
of educati on;

(3) The devel opnent and inplenentation, in consultation with the
superintendent or chief adm nistrator of the residential school or his
or her designee, of the curricul um

(4) The conduct of a program of education, including related
student activities, for residents who are three years of age and | ess
than twenty-one years of age, and have not net high school graduation
requi renents as now or hereafter established by the state board of
education and the school district which includes:

year)) The m ni numschool year | ength as prescribed in RCW28A. 150. 220;
(b) Special education pursuant to RCW 28A 155.010 through
28A. 155. 100, and vocational education, as necessary to address the
uni que needs and limtations of residents; and
(c) Such courses of instruction and school related student
activities as are provided by the school district for nonresidential
school students to the extent it is practical and judged appropriate
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for the residents by the school district after consultation with the
superintendent or chief admnistrator of the residential school:
PROVI DED, That a preschool special education program may be provided
for residential school students with disabilities;

(5) The control of students while participating in a program of
education conducted pursuant to this section and the discipline,
suspensi on or expul sion of students for violation of reasonable rules
of conduct adopted by the school district; and

(6) The expenditure of funds for the direct and indirect costs of
mai ntaining and operating the program of education that are
appropriated by the legislature and all ocated by the superintendent of
public instruction for the exclusive purpose of maintaining and
operating residential school prograns of education, and funds from
federal and private grants, bequests and gifts nade for the purpose of
mai nt ai ni ng and operating the program of educati on.

Sec. 7. RCW28A.195.010 and 1993 ¢ 336 s 1101 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The | egislature hereby recognizes that private schools should be
subject only to those mninum state controls necessary to insure the
health and safety of all the students in the state and to insure a
sufficient basic education to neet usual graduation requirenents. The
state, any agency or official thereof, shall not restrict or dictate
any specific educational or other prograns for private schools except
as hereinafter in this section provided.

Principals of private schools or superintendents of private school
districts shall file each year with the state superintendent of public
instruction a statenent certifying that the mninmm requirenments
hereinafter set forth are being net, noting any deviations. After
review of the statenent, the state superintendent wll notify schools
or school districts of those deviations which nust be corrected. 1In
case of mmj or deviations, the school or school district may request and
the state board of education may grant provisional status for one year
in order that the school or school district may take action to neet the
requi renments. Mninmumrequirenents shall be as foll ows:

(1) The m ninmum school year for instructional purposes shall

consi st of no | ess than ((enre—hundred—eirghtysechool—days)) the m ni num

school year length or the equivalent in annual m nimum program hour

of ferings as prescribed in RCW 28A. 150. 220.
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(2) The school day shall be the sanme as that required in RCW
28A. 150. 030 and 28A.150.220, except that the percentages of total
program hour offerings as prescribed in RCW 28A 150.220 for basic
skills, work skills, and optional subjects and activities shall not
apply to private schools or private sectarian school s.

(3) Al classroomteachers shall hold appropriate Washi ngton state
certification except as follows:

(a) Teachers for religious courses or courses for which no
counterpart exists in public schools shall not be required to obtain a
state certificate to teach those courses.

(b) I'n exceptional cases, people of unusual conpetence but w t hout
certification may teach students so long as a certified person
exerci ses general supervision. Annual witten statenents shall be
submtted to the office of the superintendent of public instruction
reporting and expl ai ning such circunstances.

(4) An approved private school nmay operate an extension programfor
parents, guardi ans, or persons having |l egal custody of a child to teach
children in their custody. The extension program shall require at a
m ni mum t hat :

(a) The parent, guardi an, or custodi an be under the supervision of
an enpl oyee of the approved private school who is certified under
chapter 28A 410 RCW

(b) The planning by the certified person and the parent, guardi an,
or person having |l egal custody include objectives consistent with this
subsection and subsections (1), (2), (5), (6), and (7) of this section;

(c) The certified person spend a m ni nrum average each nonth of one
contact hour per week with each student under his or her supervision
who is enrolled in the approved private school extension program

(d) Each student’s progress be evaluated by the certified person;
and

(e) The certified enployee shall not supervise nore than thirty
students enrolled in the approved private school’s extension program

(5) Appropriate nmeasures shall be taken to safeguard all permanent
records against | oss or damage.

(6) The physical facilities of the school or district shall be
adequate to neet the program offered by the school or district:
PROVI DED, That each school building shall neet reasonable health and
fire safety requirenents. However, the state board shall not require
private school students to neet the student |earning goals, obtain a
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certificate of mastery to graduate from high school, to master the
essential academ c | earning requirenents, or to be assessed pursuant to
RCW 28A. 630. 885. However, private schools may choose, on a voluntary
basis, to have their students nmaster these essential academ c | earning
requi renents, take these assessnents, and obtain certificates of
mastery. A residential dwelling of the parent, guardi an, or custodian
shall be deened to be an adequate physical facility when a parent,
guardi an, or person having legal custody is instructing his or her
child under subsection (4) of this section.

(7) Private school curriculum shall include instruction of the
basi c skills of occupational education, science, mathematics, | anguage,
soci al studies, history, health, reading, witing, spelling, and the
devel opnent of appreciation of art and nusic, all in sufficient units
for nmeeting state board of education graduation requirenents.

(8) Each school or school district shall be required to maintain
up-to-date policy statenents related to the admnistration and
operation of the school or school district.

Al l decisions of policy, philosophy, selection of books, teaching
material, curriculum except as in subsection (7) above provided,
school rules and admnistration, or other matters not specifically
referred to in this section, shall be the responsibility of the
admnistration and admnistrators of the particular private schoo
i nvol ved.

Sec. 8. RCW28A. 305.140 and 1992 c 141 s 302 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The ((setHf—study—process—+equirenents—under—ROA28A-320-200+
the)) t eacher cl assroom cont act requi renents under RCW
28A. 150. 260(4) ((s)) and the program hour offerings requirenents under
RCW 28A. 150. 200 through 28A.150.220 shall be waived for school
districts or individual schools within a district if the school
district submts to the state board of education a plan for
restructuring its educational program or the educational program of
i ndi vi dual schools wthin the district that includes:

(a) Specific standards for increased student |earning that the
district expects to achieve;

(b) How the district plans to achieve the higher standards,
including tinelines for inplenentation;
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(c) Howthe district plans to determne if the higher standards are
net ;

(d) Evidence that the board of directors, teachers, adm ni strators,
and classified enployees are commtted to working cooperatively in
i npl enenting the plan;

(e) Evidence that opportunities were provided for parents and
citizens to be involved in the devel opnent of the plan; and

(f) ldentification of the state requirenents that wll be waived.

(2) Waivers granted by the state board of education under this
section shall be renewed every three years upon the state board of
education receiving a renewal request fromthe school district board of
di rectors. Before filing the request, the school district shall
conduct at Jleast one public neeting to evaluate the educational
prograns that were i npl enented as a result of the waivers. The request
to the state board of education shall include information regarding the
activities and prograns i npl enented as a result of the waivers, whet her
t he hi gher standards for students are being achi eved, and a sunmary of
the coments received at the public neeting or neetings.

(3) If a school district intends to waive the program hour
of ferings under RCW 28A.150. 220, it shall make available to students
enrolled in kindergarten at |east ((a)) an average total instructional
of fering of ((feur—hundred—Fifty—hours)) two and one-half hours per
school day. Each school district also shall make avail able to students
enrolled in grades one through twelve at least ((a)) an_annual
di strict-w de annual average total instructional hour offering of ((ene
theousand—hours)) five and one-half hours per school day. A school
district may schedule the last thirty instructional hours of any school
year for noninstructional purposes in the case of students who are
graduating from high school, including, but not limted to, the
observance of graduation and early rel ease fromschool upon the request
of a student, and all such students may be clainmed as full-tine
equi val ent students to the extent they could otherw se have been so
cl ai med for the purposes of RCW28A. 150. 250 and 28A. 150. 260. The state
board of education nmay define alternatives to classroominstructional
time for students in grades nine through twelve enrolled in alternative
| earni ng experiences. The state board of education shall establish
rules to determ ne annual average instructional hours for districts
havi ng fewer than twel ve grades. The programshall include instruction
in the essential academ c |earning requirenments under RCW 28A. 630. 885
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and ot her subjects and activities the school district determnes to be
appropri ate.

(4) "Instructional hours" means those hours students are provided
t he opportunity to engage in educational activity planned by and under
the direction of school district staff, as directed by the
adm ni stration and board of directors of the district, inclusive of
interm ssions for class changes, recess, and teacher/parent-guardian
conferences that are planned and scheduled by the district for the
pur pose of discussing students’ educational needs or progress, and
exclusive of tinme actually spent for neals.

Sec. 9. RCW28A. 310.240 and 1997 ¢ 13 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Every educational service district board shall adopt witten
policies granting | eaves to persons under contracts of enploynent with
the district in positions requiring either certification or classified
qualifications, including but not limted to | eaves for attendance at
official or private institutes and conferences and sabbatical |eaves
for enployees in positions requiring certification qualification, and

| eaves for illness, injury, bereavenent, and energencies for both
certificated and classified enployees, with such conpensation as the
board prescri bes. The board shall adopt witten policies granting
annual | eave with conpensation for illness, injury, and enmergencies as
fol | ows:

(a) For persons under contract with the district for a full fisca
year, at |east ten days;

(b) For persons under contract with the district as part-tine
enpl oyees, at |east that portion of ten days as the total nunber of

days contracted for bears to one ((hundred-etghty—days)) school year as

prescribed in RCW 28A. 150. 220;

(c) For certificated and cl assified enpl oyees, annual |eave with
conpensation for illness, injury, and energencies shall be granted and
accrue at a rate not to exceed twel ve days per fiscal year. Provisions
of any contract in force on July 23, 1989, which conflict wth
requi renents of this subsection shall continue in effect until contract
expiration; after expiration, any new contract executed between the
parties shall be consistent with this subsection;

HB 3092 p. 16



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NNNNNNRRRRRRRRRR
o 0o A W NP O OO0 ~NO” OO A WDN PR O

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

(d) Conpensation for leave for illness or injury actually taken
shall be the sane as the conpensation the person would have received
had the person not taken the |eave provided in this section;

(e) Leave provided in this section not taken shall accunul ate from
fiscal year to fiscal year up to a maxi num of one hundred ei ghty days
for the purposes of RCW 28A. 310.490, and for |eave purposes up to a
maxi mum of the nunber of contract days agreed to in a given contract,
but not greater than one fiscal year. Such accurul ated tinme may be
taken at any tine during the fiscal year, or up to twelve days per year
may be used for the purpose of paynents for unused sick | eave; and

(f) Accunmul ated | eave under this section shall be transferred to
educational service districts, school districts, and the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, and from any such district or
office to another such district or office. An intervening customary
sumrer break in enploynent or the performance of enploynent duties
shal | not preclude such a transfer.

(2) Leave accumnul ated by a person in a district prior to |eaving
the district may, under rules of the board, be granted to the person
when the person returns to the enploynent of the district.

(3) Leave for illness or injury accunul ated before July 23, 1989,
under the adm nistrative practices of an educational service district,
and such |eave transferred before July 23, 1989, to or from an
educational service district, school district, or the office of the
superintendent of public instruction under the adm nistrative practices
of the district or office, is declared valid and shall be added to such
| eave for illness or injury accunmul ated after July 23, 1989.

Sec. 10. RCW 28A. 330.100 and 1995 c¢ 335 s 503 and 1995 ¢ 77 s 22
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

Every board of directors of a school district of the first class,
in addition to the general powers for directors enunerated in this
title, shall have the power:

(1) To enploy for a term of not exceeding three years a
superint endent of schools of the district, and for cause to dism ss him
or her; and to fix his or her duties and conpensati on.

(2) To enploy, and for cause dismss one or nore assistant
superintendents and to define their duties and fix their conpensation.

(3) To enpl oy a busi ness manager, attorneys, architects, inspectors
of construction, superintendents of buildings and a superintendent of

p. 17 HB 3092



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwWWwWwWwWMNDNDNDNDNMDMNDNDNDNDNMNNMDNNMNMNNMNMNNNREPRPRPPRPPRPEPRPPERPPRPRPRERPR
©O© 00 N O Ol WNPEFEP O O W NO UG P WDNPEP O OOWNO O M owWwDNPE,O

supplies, all of whom shall serve at the board s pleasure, and to
prescribe their duties and fix their conpensati on.

(4) To enploy, and for cause dism ss, supervisors of instruction
and to define their duties and fix their conpensation.

(5) To prescribe a course of study and a program of exerci ses which
shall be consistent with the course of study prepared by the state
board of education for the use of the common schools of this state.

(6) To, in addition to the mninmum requirements inposed by this
title establish and maintain such grades and departnents, including
ni ght, hi gh, kindergarten, vocational training and, except as ot herw se
provided by law, industrial schools, and schools and departnents for
the education and training of any class or classes of youth wth
disabilities, as in the judgnent of the board, best shall pronpte the
interests of education in the district.

(7) To determine the length of tinme over and above ((ene—hundred
etghty—days)) the mninmum school year length as prescribed in RCW
28A. 150. 220 that school shall be naintained: PROVI DED, That for
pur poses of apportionnent no district shall be credited with nore than
( (ere—hundred—and—etghty-three)) three days’ attendance in excess of
any school year; and to fix the tinme for annual opening and cl osi ng of
schools and for the daily dism ssal of pupils before the regular tine
for cl osing school s.

(8) To maintain a shop and repair departnent, and to enploy, and
for cause dism ss, a foreman and the necessary hel p for the mai ntenance
and conduct thereof.

(9) To provide free textbooks and supplies for all children
attendi ng school .

(10) To require of the officers or enployees of the district to
give a bond for the honest performance of their duties in such penal
sum as nmay be fixed by the board with good and sufficient surety, and
to cause the premum for all bonds required of all such officers or
enpl oyees to be paid by the district: PROVIDED, That the board nay, by
witten policy, allowthat such bonds may include a deductible proviso
not to exceed two percent of the officer’s or enpl oyee’ s annual sal ary.

(11) To prohibit all secret fraternities and sororities anong the
students in any of the schools of the said districts.

(12) To appoint a practicing physician, resident of the school
district, who shall be known as the school district nedical inspector,
and whose duty it shall be to decide for the board of directors al
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guestions of sanitation and health affecting the safety and wel fare of
the public schools of the district who shall serve at the board's
pl easure: PROVIDED, That children shall not be required to submt to
vacci nation against the will of their parents or guardian.

Sec. 11. RCW 28A.400.300 and 1997 ¢ 13 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every board of directors, unless otherw se specially provided by
| aw, shall:

(1) Employ for not nore than one year, and for sufficient cause
di scharge all certificated and cl assified enpl oyees;

(2) Adopt witten policies granting |eaves to persons under
contracts of enploynent with the school district(s) in positions
requiring either certification or classified qualifications, including
but not limted to |eaves for attendance at official or private
institutes and conferences and sabbatical |eaves for enployees in
positions requiring certification qualification, and |eaves for
i1l ness, injury, bereavenent and, energencies for both certificated and
classified enployees, and with such conpensation as the board of
directors prescribe: PROVIDED, That the board of directors shall adopt
witten policies granting to such persons annual l|eave wth
conpensation for illness, injury and energencies as foll ows:

(a) For such persons under contract with the school district for a
full year, at |east ten days;

(b) For such persons under contract with the school district as
part tine enployees, at least that portion of ten days as the tota
nunber of days contracted for bears to one ((hundred—eighty—days))
school year as prescribed in RCW 28A. 150. 220;

(c) For certificated and cl assified enpl oyees, annual |eave with
conpensation for illness, injury, and energencies shall be granted and
accrue at a rate not to exceed twel ve days per year; provisions of any
contract in force on June 12, 1980, which conflict with requirenents of
this subsection shall continue in effect until contract expiration
after expiration, any new contract executed between the parties shal
be consistent with this subsection;

(d) Conpensation for leave for illness or injury actually taken
shall be the sane as the conpensation such person woul d have received
had such person not taken the | eave provided in this proviso;

p. 19 HB 3092



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwMNDNDNMDNDNMNDNMDDNMNMNDNMDNMNMNMNMDNEPRPPRPERPRPRPPRPERPRRERPPRPRE
0O N Ol A WNPEFP O OOWwuNO O P WNEPEOOOOWLwNO O P~ owDNDEe. o

(e) Leave provided in this proviso not taken shall accumul ate from
year to year up to a maxinmum of one hundred eighty days for the
pur poses of RCW 28A. 400. 210 and 28A. 400. 220, and for | eave purposes up
to a maxi mum of the nunber of contract days agreed to in a given
contract, but not greater than one year. Such accumulated tinme may be
taken at any time during the school year or up to twelve days per year
may be used for the purpose of paynents for unused sick | eave.

(f) Sick | eave heretofore accunmul ated under section 1, chapter 195,
Laws of 1959 (former RCW 28.58.430) and sick |eave accunul ated under
adm ni strative practice of school districts prior tothe effective date
of section 1, chapter 195, Laws of 1959 (fornmer RCW 28.58.430) is

hereby declared valid, and shall be added to leave for illness or
i njury accunul ated under this proviso;
(g) Any leave for injury or illness accunul ated up to a maxi mum of

forty-five days shall be creditabl e as service rendered for the purpose
of determining the tine at which an enployee is eligible toretire, if
such leave is taken it may not be conpensated under the provisions of
RCW 28A. 400. 210 and 28A. 310. 490;

(h) Accumul ated | eave under this proviso shall be transferred to
and from one district to another, the office of superintendent of
public instruction and offices of educational service district
superintendents and boards, to and from such districts and such
of fices;

(i) Leave accumul ated by a person in a district prior to |eaving
said district may, under rul es and regul ati ons of the board, be granted
to such person when the person returns to the enploynent of the
district.

When any certificated or classified enployee |eaves one school
district within the state and commences enpl oynent wi th anot her school
district within the state, the enployee shall retain the sane
seniority, |leave benefits and other benefits that the enployee had in
his or her previous position: PROVIDED, That classified enpl oyees who
transfer between districts after July 28, 1985, shall not retain any
seniority rights other than | ongevity when | eavi ng one school district
and begi nni ng enpl oynent with another. |[If the school district to which
the person transfers has a different system for conputing seniority,
| eave benefits, and ot her benefits, then the enpl oyee shall be granted
the sanme seniority, |eave benefits and other benefits as a person in
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that district who has simlar occupational status and total years of
servi ce.

Sec. 12. RCW 28A. 410. 080 and 1969 ex.s. c¢ 223 s 28A. 01.025 are
each anended to read as foll ows:

The school year for all matters pertaining to teacher certification
or for conputing experience in teaching shall consist of not ((fewer))

| ess than ((enre—hundred—etghty——sechool—days)) the m ni num school year
| ength prescribed in RCW 28A. 150. 220.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 13. Section 1 of this act expires Septenber 1,
2000. However, section 1 of this act shall not expire if, by Septenber
1, 2000, a lawis not enacted stating that a school accountability and
academ c assessnment systemis not in place.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 14. Wth respect to school enpl oyees and school
districts who are parties to a collective bargaining agreenment in
effect on the effective date of this section that conflicts with RCW
28A. 150. 220, this act does not apply to the extent of the conflict
until the first day follow ng expiration of the collective bargaining
agreenent or until a superseding agreenent resolving the conflict is
executed by the parties before expiration. After expiration of the
agreenent, this act shall apply without regard to renewal or extension
of the agreenent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. Sections 2 and 5 of this act take effect
Septenber 1, 2000. However, sections 2 and 5 of this act shall not
take effect if, by Septenber 1, 2000, a lawis enacted stating that a
school accountability and academ c assessnent systemis not in place.

NEW SECTI ON..  Sec. 16. Section 8 of this act expires Septenber 1,
2000, unless by Septenmber 1, 2000, a law is enacted stating that a
school accountability and academ c assessnent systemis not in place.

~-- END ---
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