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HOUSE BI LL 2718

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Sullivan, Ronmero, Haigh, D ckerson, Constantine
Sant os, Keiser, Cody, Doumt, Anderson, Ruderman, O Brien, Lovick,
Tokuda, Stensen, Kagi, Kenney, Ogden and Rockefeller

Read first time 01/19/2000. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

AN ACT Relating to the return and reuse of beverage containers;
amendi ng RCW 70.132.010 and 70.132.020; and adding new sections to
chapter 70.132 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.132.010 and 1982 c 113 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature finds that the bottled and canned beverage
industry has grown significantly since 1972, when a policy on the
return and reuse of beverage containers was first considered in several
states. Use of energy and materials for the manufacture of individual
contai ners made of netal and glass is higher than for reused containers
made of the sane materials. Therefore, energy and material use solely
attributable to the growth of the industry has increased. Severa
states have instituted successful |ong-termprograns for the return and
reuse of beverage containers. For many reasons, including globa
warm ng, energy and materials conservation, finite landfill space, and
the continuing need for litter control, the |egislature believes that
i ndi vi dual beverage containers should be returned and reused whenever

possi bl e.
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(2) The legislature finds that beverage containers designed to be
opened through the use of detachable netal rings or tabs are hazardous
to the health and wel fare of the citizens of this state and detri nental
tocertainwldlife. The detachable parts are susceptible to ingestion
by human beings and wildlife. The legislature intends to elimnate the
danger posed by these unnecessary containers by prohibiting their
retail sale in this state.

Sec. 2. RCW70.132.020 and 1983 ¢ 257 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter:

(1) "Beverage" neans beer or other malt beverage or m neral water,
fruit juice or juice drinks, soda water, or other drink in liquid form
and intended for human consunption. The term does not include m]l k-
based, soy-based, or sim/lar products requiring heat and pressure in
t he canni ng process.

(2) "Beverage container"” neans a separate and seal ed can or bottle
cont ai ni ng a beverage.

(3) "Dealer" neans every person in the state of Wshington who
engages in the sale of beverages in beverage containers to a consuner,
or neans a redenption center certified under section 7 of this act.

(4) "Departnent"” neans the departnent of ecology created under
chapter 43.21A RCW

(5) "Distributor" neans every person who engages in the sale of
beverages in beverage containers to a dealer in the state of WAshi ngton
i ncl udi ng_any manufacturer who engages in such sales.

(6) "Manufacturer" neans every person bottling, canning, or
otherwise filling beverage containers for sale to distributors or
deal ers.

(7) "Person" neans an individual, partnership, franchise hol der,
association, corporation, a state, acity, a county, or any subdivision
or instrunentality of a state, and its enployees, agents, or |ega
representatives.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 70.132 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Every beverage container sold or offered for sale in the state
shal | have a refund value of not less than fifteen cents.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A newsection is added to chapter 70.132 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in this section, a dealer shall accept from
any person any enpty beverage containers of the kind, size, and brand
sold by the dealer, and shall pay to that person the refund val ue of
t he beverage container as established by section 3 of this act.

(2) Except as provided in this section, a distributor shall accept
from a dealer any enpty beverage containers of the kind, size, and
brand sold by the distributor, and shall pay the dealer the refund
val ue of the beverage container as established by section 3 of this
act .

(3) A dealer may refuse to accept from any person, and a
distributor may refuse to accept from any deal er, any enpty beverage
container that does not state on it a refund val ue as established by
section 3 of this act.

(4) A dealer may refuse to accept and to pay the refund val ue of
any beverage container visibly containing or contamnated by a
substance other than water, residue of the original contents, or
ordi nary dust.

(5) A dealer may refuse to accept and to pay the refund val ue of
nmore than one hundred forty-four individual beverage containers
returned by any one person during one day.

(6) In order to refuse containers under subsection (4) or (5) of
this section, the dealer nust post in each area where containers are
received a clearly visible and |l egible sign containing the follow ng
i nformati on:

" NOTI CE

Washi ngton |l aw allows a dealer to refuse to accept:

1. Bever age containers visibly containing or contam nated by a
substance other than water, residue of the original
contents, or ordinary dust; or

2. More than one hundred forty-four individual beverage
containers fromany one person during one day."

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. A newsection is added to chapter 70.132 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Begi nni ng January 1, 2001, every beverage container sold or offered
for sale inthis state by a dealer shall clearly indicate by enbossing
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or by a stanp, or by a |abel or other nmethod securely affixed to the
beverage container, the refund val ue of the container.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 70.132 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) To pronote the use of reusabl e beverage contai ners of uniform
design and to facilitate the return of containers to manufacturers for
reuse as a beverage container, the departnent of licensing may certify
beverage containers that satisfy the requirements of this section.

(2) A beverage container may be certified if:

(a) It is reusable as a beverage container by nore than one
manuf acturer in the ordinary course of business; and

(b) Mre than one manufacturer will in the ordinary course of
busi ness accept the beverage container for reuse as a beverage
contai ner and pay the refund val ue of the container.

(3) The departnment nmay by rule establish appropriate liquid
capacities and shapes for beverage containers to be certified or
decertified in accordance with the purposes in subsection (1) of this
section.

(4) A beverage container shall not be certified under this section
if by reason of its shape or design, or by reason of words or synbols
permanently inscribed thereon, whether by engraving, enbossing,
pai nting, or other permanent nethod, it is reusable as a beverage
container in the ordinary course of business only by a manufacturer of
a beverage sold under a specific brand nane.

(5) Unless an application for certification under this section is
denied by the liquor control board within sixty days after the filing
of the application, the beverage container shall be deened certified.

(6) The departnment may review at any tinme certification of a
beverage contai ner. If after such review, with witten notice and
hearing afforded to the person who filed the application for
certification wunder this section, the departnent determnes the
container is no longer qualified for certification, it shall wthdraw
certification.

(7) Wthdrawal of certification shall be effective not |ess than
thirty days after witten notice to the person who filed the
application for certification wunder this section and to the
manuf act urers under this section.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. A newsection is added to chapter 70.132 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) To facilitate the return of enpty beverage containers and to
serve dealers of beverages, any person may establish a redenption
center, subject to the approval of the departnent of |icensing, at
whi ch any person may return enpty beverage containers and receive
paynment of the refund val ue of such beverage contai ners.

(2) Application for approval of a redenption center shall be filed
with the departnent of |icensing. The application shall state the nane
and address of the person responsible for the establishnent and
operation of the redenption center, the kind and brand nanmes of the
beverage containers that will be accepted at the redenption center, and
t he nanes and addresses of the dealers to be served by the redenption
center. The application shall include such additional information as
t he departnent may require.

(3) The departnment of |icensing shall approve a redenption center
if it finds the center will provide a conveni ent service for the return
of enpty beverage containers. The order of the departnent approving a

redenption center shall identify the dealers to be served by the
redenption center and the kind and brand names of enpty beverage
containers that the redenption center nust accept. The order may

contain any other provisions that ensure the redenption center wll
provide a convenient service to the public as the departnment may
det erm ne

(4) The departnment of |icensing may revi ew approval of a redenption
center at any tine. After witten notice to the person responsible for
the establishnent and operation of the redenption center and to the
deal ers served by the redenption center, the departnent may, after
hearing, w thdraw approval of a redenption center if the departnent
finds there has not been conpliance with its order approving the
redenption center, or if the redenption center no |onger provides a
conveni ent service to the public.

~-- END ---
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