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H 4653. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2462

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmittee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Reardon, Scott, Cooper, Linville, G Chandler, Stensen
Barl ean, Regala, Santos, Rockefeller, Dunshee, Ruderman, G ant,
Kessl er, Cody, Kenney, Conway, Wl fe, Ogden, Mirray, Schual-Berke,
Kei ser, Ednmonds and Hurst)

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to water quality nonitoring;, adding a new section
to chapter 70.119A RCW adding a new section to chapter 54.16 RCW
adding a new section to chapter 35.88 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 36.94 RCW adding a new section to chapter 70.05 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. In accordance wth this act, it is the
intent of the legislature to require water purveyors, public utility
districts, counties, and cities and towns that nonitor surface waters
to provide notification to area residents through postings of water
bodi es when nonitoring of water quality shows these water bodies to
exceed the state’'s criteria for primary contact recreation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 70.119A
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever a purveyor nonitors the quality of the untreated
surface waters within its service area boundaries, the purveyor shal
determ ne whether the water exceeds the criteria established by the
departnment of ecology for primary contact recreation as defined in WAC
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173-201A-020 as it exists on the effective date of this act. |If the
wat er exceeds these criteria, the purveyor shall notify the | ocal
heal th jurisdiction.

(2) The purveyor, in cooperation wth the |ocal heal t h
jurisdiction, shall develop and provide a notice for custoners of the
wat er system pertaining to the water quality of source waters used by
t he purveyor. Such notice shall contain a brief summary of the
representative water quality in the water sources used by the purveyor
and shall al so descri be any exceedances of criteria established by the
departnment of ecology for primary contact recreation as defined in WAC
173- 201A- 020 discovered in the course of routine water quality
nmoni toring. Such notices shall be provided in mailings to custoners on
a sem annual basis. In addition to this information, the purveyor
shall provide and keep current, to the extent practicable, water
quality information through internet web sites, public service
announcenents, or other news nedi a rel eases.

(3) This section applies only to water sanples taken in the nonths
of April through Septenber, inclusive. Nothing in this section may be
construed to i npose new or additional liability on purveyors.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 54.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever a public utility district nonitors the quality of the
untreated surface waters within its service area boundaries, the
district shall determne whether the water exceeds the criteria
est abl i shed by the departnment of ecology for primary contact recreation
as defined in WAC 173-201A-020 as it exists on the effective date of

this act. |f the water exceeds these criteria, the public utility
district shall notify the local health jurisdiction.
(2) The district, in cooperation wth the |[ocal heal th

jurisdiction, shall develop and provide a notice for custoners of the
district pertaining to the water quality of source waters used by the
district. Such notice shall contain a brief sumary of the
representative water quality in the water sources used by the district
and shall al so descri be any exceedances of criteria established by the
departnment of ecology for primary contact recreation as defined in WAC
173- 201A- 020 discovered in the course of routine water quality
nmoni toring. Such notices shall be provided in mailings to custoners on
a sem annual basis. In addition to this information, the district
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shall provide and keep current, to the extent practicable, water
quality information through internet web sites, public service
announcenents, or other news nedi a rel eases.

(3) This section applies only to water sanples taken in the nonths
of April through Septenber, inclusive. Nothing in this section may be
construed to inpose new or additional liability on public utility
districts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 35.88 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever a city or town nonitors the quality of the untreated
surface waters within its boundaries, the city or town shall determ ne
whet her the water exceeds the criteria established by the departnment of
ecology for primary contact recreation as defined in WAC 173-201A- 020
as it exists on the effective date of this act. |If the water exceeds
these criteria, the city or town shall notify the local health
jurisdiction.

(2) The city or town, in cooperation with the local health
jurisdiction, shall develop and provide a notice for custoners of the
city or town pertaining to the water quality of source waters used by
the city or towmn. Such notice shall contain a brief summary of the
representative water quality in the water sources used by the city or
town and shal |l al so descri be any exceedances of criteria established by
t he departnent of ecology for primary contact recreation as defined in
WAC 173-201A-020 discovered in the course of routine water quality
nmoni t ori ng. Such notices shall be provided in nmailings to water
utility custonmers on a sem annual basis. In addition to this
information, the city or town shall provide and keep current, to the
extent practicable, water quality information through internet web
sites, public service announcenents, or other news nedia rel eases.

(3) This section applies only to water sanples taken in the nonths
of April through Septenber, inclusive. Nothing in this section nmay be
construed to i npose new or additional liability on cities and towns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 36.94 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever a county nonitors the quality of the untreated surface
waters within its boundaries, the county shall determ ne whether the
wat er exceeds the criteria established by the departnent of ecol ogy for
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primary contact recreation as defined in WAC 173-201A-020 as it exists
on the effective date of this act. If the water exceeds these
criteria, the county shall notify the local health jurisdiction

(2) The county, in cooperation with the | ocal health jurisdiction,
shall develop and provide a notice for custoners of the county
pertaining to the water quality of source waters used by the county.
Such notice shall contain a brief sunmary of the representative water
quality in the water sources used by the county and shall al so descri be
any exceedances of criteria established by the departnent of ecol ogy
for primary contact recreation as defined in WAC 173-201A-020
di scovered in the course of routine water quality nonitoring. Such
notices shall be provided in mailings to water utility custoners on a
sem annual basis. In addition to this information, the county shal
provide and keep current, to the extent practicable, water quality
information through internet web sites, public service announcenents,
or other news nedia rel eases.

(3) This section applies only to water sanples taken in the nonths
of April through Septenber, inclusive. Nothing in this section may be
construed to i npose new or additional liability on cities and towns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 70.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

After a local health district has been advised of exceedances of
water quality criteria for primary contact recreation by a water
purveyor, public wutility district, city or town, or county, the
district shall ensure that publicly accessible points of entry to the
wat er body that fail to neet the criteria are posted with durabl e signs
along the water body warning the public of water contam nation and
advising the public not to enter or ingest the water. | nf ormati on
content for the signs shall be devel oped by |ocal health districts, in
conjunction with cities and towns, counties, water purveyors, and
public utility districts. Health districts shall wuse the nethods
devel oped by the departnent of health under WAC 246-280-080 to advise
the public in the vicinity of the contam nated water not to enter or
i ngest the water. Warning signs shall remain in place until the causes
of the contam nation have been addressed and the water bodies are in
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1 attainment with water quality criteria for primary contact recreation
2 for a period of at |east two years.

~-- END ---

p. 5 SHB 2462



