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HOUSE BI LL 2227

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Al exander, Wl fe, Romero and DeBolt

Read first tinme 02/23/1999. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to industrial hygiene; adding a new chapter to
Title 18 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this chapter is to provide
| egal recognition to the profession of industrial hygiene, as well as
provide assurance to the public that individuals representing
t hensel ves as being involved in the profession of industrial hygiene
have met mninmum qualifications, thereby protecting the public from
har m

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Industrial hygiene" neans that science and art devoted to the
antici pati on, recognition, eval uati on, and control of t hose
environnental factors and stresses arising in or from the workplace
t hat may cause si ckness, inpaired health and wel | -being, or significant
di sconfort anong workers, and may al so i npact the general conmunity.
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(2) "Industrial hygienist" nmeans a person who neets the educati onal
requi renents and who denonstrates conpetence in practicing industrial
hygi ene as determ ned under this chapter.

(3) "Industrial hygienist-in-training" neans a person who has
received the designation of industrial hygienist-in-training from a
nati onal nonprofit corporation established to inprove the practice and
educati onal standards of the profession of industrial hygi ene and that
certifies individuals who neet its education, experience, exam nation,
and mai nt enance requirenents for practicing industrial hygiene.

(4) "Certified industrial hygienist" is a person who has received
the designation of certified industrial hygienist from a nationa
nonprofit corporation established to inprove the practice and
educati onal standards of the profession of industrial hygi ene and that
certifies individuals who neet its education, experience, exam nation,
and mai nt enance requirenents for practicing industrial hygiene.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) No person may represent hinmself or
hersel f as an industrial hygienist without first:

(a) Conpleting a baccalaureate or graduate degree from an
accredited college or wuniversity using a curriculum in industrial
hygi ene, biol ogy, chem stry, engi neering, physics, or aclosely rel ated
physi cal or biol ogical science; and

(b) Denopnstrating through experience and training, the ability:

(1) To antici pate and recogni ze wor kpl ace envi ronnental factors and
stresses such as chem cal, physical, biological, or ergonomc, and to
understand their effects on people, and their well-being;

(1i) To evaluate, through observation, sanpling, and testing, the
magni tude of these factors and stresses; and

(tit) To prescribe methods to prevent, elimnate, control, or
reduce such factors and stresses, and their effects; and

(c) Being certified by a national nonprofit corporation established
to inprove the practice and educati onal standards of the profession of
industrial hygiene and that certifies individuals who neet its
educati on, experience, exam nation, and mai ntenance requirenents.

(2) A person represents hinself or herself as an industrial
hygi eni st when the person adopts or uses any title or description of
services that incorporates one or nore of the following terns:
| ndustrial hygienist, industrial hygienist-in-training, certified
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i ndustrial hygienist, or any other terminvol ving the words i ndustri al
hygi ene.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A person neeting the requirenents of section
3 of this act or a nonprofit corporation established to inprove the
practice and educational standards of the profession of industria
hygi ene through certifying individuals who neet its education,
experience, exam nation, and nmaintenance requirenents my bring a
private cause of action in the appropriate court to recover actua
damages or one thousand dollars, whichever is greater, against any
person who violates section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. Nothing in this chapter prohibits or
restricts:

(1) The practice of industrial hygiene by a person enployed as an
apprentice under the supervision of an industrial hygienist;

(2) A student studying industrial hygi ene engaging in supervised
activities related to industrial hygiene;

(3) Any person legally regulated in this state under any other
licensing act or regulation fromengaging in the activities permtted
under his or her |license, provided he or she does not represent hinself
or herself to the public as an industrial hygienist; or

(4) Individuals practicing within the scope of the neaning of
i ndustrial hygiene, so long as the individual does not use the title,
initials, or represent thenmselves to the public as an industrial
hygi eni st .

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 18 RCW

~-- END ---
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