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HOUSE BI LL 2156

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Ei ckneyer, Rockefeller, Haigh, MlIntire and Scott

Read first tinme 02/17/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resour ces.

AN ACT Relating to limtations on salnon fishing in Hood Canal
anendi ng RCW 75.46.010; adding a new section to chapter 75.46 RCW
creating a new section; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the sumer chum
sal non ( Ohchorynchus keta) evolutionarily significant unit of Hood
Canal within the Puget Sound chi nook sal non ( Onchorynchus t shawyt scha)
evolutionarily significant unit is in danger of extinction, and that
other wild stocks of salnon and steel head in Hood Canal have been
drastically reduced. The |legislature also finds that other species of
fish, including ling cod, black cod, perch, and snelt, have been
greatly depleted in the uni que body of water known as Hood Canal. The
| egi sl ature finds that a closing of this body of water to fishing would
hel p restore the natural bal ance of all these species.

Sec. 2. RCW75.46.010 and 1998 ¢ 246 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.
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(1) "Adaptive managenent" neans reliance on scientific nmethods to
test the results of actions taken so that the managenent and rel ated
policy can be changed pronptly and appropriately.

(2) "Critical pathways net hodol ogy" neans a project scheduling and
managenent process for examning i nteractions between habitat projects
and salnonid species, prioritizing habitat projects, and assuring
positive benefits from habitat projects.

(3) "Habitat project list" is the list of projects resulting from
the critical pathways nmet hodol ogy under RCW75. 46.070(2). Each project
on the list nust have a witten agreenent fromthe | andowner on whose
land the project wll be inplenented. Projects include habitat
restoration projects, habitat protection projects, habitat projects
that inprove water quality, habitat projects that protect water
quality, habitat-related mtigation projects, and habitat project
mai nt enance and nonitoring activities.

(4) "Habitat work schedul e nmeans those projects fromthe habitat
project list that will be inplenmented during the current funding cycle.
The schedul e shall also include a list of the entities and individuals
i npl enmenting projects, the start date, duration, estimted date of
conpletion, estimated cost, and funding sources for the projects.

(5 "Hood Canal coordinating council” neans the council of
governnments created within Kitsap, Jefferson, and Mason counties as
provi ded under chapter 39.34 RCW

(6) "Limting factors" neans conditions that |imt the ability of
habitat to fully sustain popul ati ons of sal non. These factors are
primarily fish passage barriers and degraded estuarine areas, riparian
corridors, stream channels, and wetl ands.

((6£6)y)) (7) "Project sponsor" is a county, city, special district,
tri bal governnment, a conbination of such governnents through interl ocal
agreenents provi ded under chapter 39.34 RCW a nonprofit organization,
or one or nore private citizens.

((A)) (8) "Sal mon" includes all species of the famly Sal noni dae
whi ch are capabl e of self-sustaining, natural production.

((68)Y)) (9) "Sal non recovery plan" neans a state plan devel oped in
response to a proposed or actual listing under the federal endangered
speci es act that addresses limting factors including, but not limted
to harvest, hatchery, hydropower, habitat, and other factors of
decl i ne.
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((69Y)) (10) "Tribe" or "tribes" neans federally recogni zed I ndi an
tribes.

((£26)y)) (11) "WRIA'" neans a water resource inventory area
established in chapter 173-500 WAC as it existed on January 1, 1997.

((H)) (12) "Omer" neans the person holding title to the | and or
t he person under contract with the owner to | ease or nmanage the | ega
owner’s property.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 75.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Hood Canal nmarine sanctuary is created wthin the
geographic area covered by the Hood Canal sumer chum sal non
evolutionarily significant unit. The sanctuary is bounded by nort hwest
corner of Kitsap county and runs due west to the shoreline of Jefferson
county and clains all waters south of that boundary. The sanctuary is
designed to protect, preserve, and fully recover in the follow ng
order:

(a) WId or naturally spawni ng sumrer chum sal non, chi nook sal non,
coho sal non, and st eel head,;

(b) Herring, snelt, ling cod, perch, and black cod; and

(c) Al other species of aquatic animal and plant |ife indigenous
to Hood Canal

(2) The fish and wildlife comm ssion, in coordination with the
tribal comanagers, shall prohibit any harvest of wild or naturally
spawni ng sumrer chum fall chinook, or coho sal non, or of steel head, in
Hood Canal and its tributaries until such tine as the runs have fully
recovered and can sustain such harvest wthout inpairing future
pr oducti on.

(3) Chum chinook, and coho sal non and steel head of hatchery origin
i n Hood Canal may continue to be harvested commercially in a manner the
fish and wldlife conmmssion, in coordination wth the triba
comanagers, determines will mnimze the by-catch of wld or naturally
spawni ng sal non and st eel head. Such harvest shall be nonitored to
ensure that significant nunbers of wild or naturally spawni ng stocks of
sal non and steel head are not present in the run at the ti nme of harvest.
| f protected runs have already reached their spawni ng streans or noved
wel | beyond the harvest activities, such by-catch will not be regarded
as significant.
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(4) By June 30, 2001, the departnent of fish and wldlife, in
coordination with the tribal comanagers, shall develop a definition of
full recovery as it is applied to summer chum chi nook, and coho sal non
and steelhead. This definition shall be based on the nost recently
avai lable scientific data and shall be based primarily on a field
inventory count of escapenent in all spawing tributaries. By
Septenber 30, 1999, the departnent shall provide a conplete inventory
of all streans in the geographic area covered by the sumer chum sal non
evolutionarily significant unit. The effort to define full recovery
and to identify all of the streans shall include the participation of
the Hood Canal coordinating council and of the Hood Canal sal non
enhancenent group.

(5) The departnment of fish and wildlife nay use renote site
i ncubators to enhance summer chum sal non production. The departnent,
in coordination with the Hood Canal sal non enhancenent group, shall:

(a) ldentify sites on tributaries of Hood Canal that would be
suitable for the placenent of renote site incubators; and

(b) Place the incubators in suitable |ocations and nanage the
i ncubat ors as necessary.

(6) The departnent, in coordination wth the Hood Cana
coordi nation council and vol unteer groups, shall direct efforts toward
ensuring that suitable habitat in the watersheds covered by the sunmer
chum evolutionarily significant unit is used by naturally spawning
sumer chum sal non.

(7) The Hood Canal coordinating council shall report to the sal non
recovery office as provided in RCW 75.46.040 on the status of sumrer
chum runs after the harvest prohibition has been in place for two
generations of summer chum salnon. The first report on sumrer chum
returns shall be provided no |ater than Decenber 31, 2004, and the
second report shall be provided no |ater than Decenber 31, 2008. At
such tinme as it is determned that all species of sal non and st eel head
have reached full recovery, the departnent of fish and wildlife shal
submt a report to the legislature with a recommendati on to change the
desi gnation of sanctuary to a designation that would allow controlled
har vest .

(8) The departnent of fish and wildlife is authorized to extend the
same protection to those waters outside of the marine sanctuary as
defined in subsection (1) of this section that enter into Hood Canal as
to Hood Canal or its tributaries.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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