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HOUSE BI LL 1471

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Conway, Crouse, Wod, Poul sen, Kessler and Thomas

Read first tinme 01/26/1999. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to unfair trade practices regarding business
tel ephone |istings; and adding a new chapter to Title 19 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Local telephone directory" neans a publication listing
t el ephone nunbers for various businesses in a certain geographic area
and distributed free of charge to sone or all tel ephone subscribers in
t hat area.

(2) "Local tel ephone nunber" neans a tel ephone nunber that can be
di al ed wi thout incurring | ong distance charges fromtel ephones | ocated
within the area covered by the |local tel ephone directory in which the
nunber is listed. The term does not include |ong distance nunbers or
800 or 900 exchange nunbers listed in a |l ocal telephone directory.

(3) "Person" neans an individual, partnership, limted liability
partnership, corporation, or limted liability corporation.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. No person engaged in the selling of goods or
services may m srepresent his, her, or its geographic |ocation by:
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(1) Listing alocal tel ephone nunber in a local tel ephone directory
if:

(a) Calls to the telephone nunber are routinely forwarded or
otherwise transferred to a business location that is outside the
calling area covered by the |ocal tel ephone directory; and

(b) The listing fails to conspicuously disclose the locality and
state in which the business is |ocated; or

(2) Listing a business nane in a |local telephone directory if:

(a) The nanme m srepresents the business’s geographic |ocation; and

(b) The listing fails to disclose the locality and state in which
t he business is | ocated.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The legislature finds that the practices
covered by this chapter are matters vitally affecting the public
interest for the purpose of applying the consunmer protection act,
chapter 19.86 RCW Violations of this chapter are not reasonable in
relation to the devel opnment and preservation of business. A violation
of this chapter is an unfair or deceptive act in trade or conmerce and
an unfair nmethod of conpetition for the purpose of applying the
consuner protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 19 RCW

~-- END ---
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