FINAL BILL REPORT

SB 5037

C75L 99
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Creating a new court of appeals position for Pierce county.

Sponsors.  Senators McCadlin, Heavey and Rasmussen; by request of Board for Judicial
Administration.

Senate Committee on Judiciary
Senate Committee on Ways & Means
House Committee on Judiciary
House Committee on Appropriations

Background: Since 1993 Division Il of the Court of Appeals has continued to experience
an increase in criminal and civil appeals. In 1997 there were 150 more filings than in 1993.
Also, the number of superior court judges in the counties that appeal casesto Division |1 has
increased since 1993. As more decisions are rendered in the trial court, the number of
appeals continues to grow. Four more trial judges have been added to the trial courts in
Division 11, a fifth will be added October 1999, and state funding has been authorized for
another new judge in both Lewis and Clark counties.

Over ayear ago, each judge and commissioner in Division Il agreed to increase workloads
for a minimum of one year in an effort to eliminate the division’s backlog of cases. The

result is that a March 1997 backlog of 243 cases was completely eliminated by the summer
of 1998.

Given future projections of workload, Division |1 is of the opinion that an additional judicial
position is necessary.

Summary: An additional judicia position, effective July 1, 2000, is authorized for Division
Il of the Court of Appeals. The judgeship is added to Division 1, Pierce County.

At the general election held in November 2000, the voters are to select a person to fill the
position for a six-year term.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 46 0
House 9% 0

Effective: July 25, 1999
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