
HOUSEOFREPRESENTATIVES
Olympia,Washington

Bill Analysis Bill No.SB 5862

Protectingrecordsofstrategy discussions.
BriefTitle HearingDate:3/23/99

SenatorsGardner,Horn,andPatterson. Staff:SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

Eachstateandlocalagencyis requiredundertheOpenPublicRecordsActtomakeall publicrecords
availablefor publicinspectionandcopyingunlesstherecordis exemptedfromdisclosure.Amongothers,the
followingrecordsareexemptfrompublicinspectionanddisclosure:(1)preliminarydrafts,notes,
recommendations;(2)intra-agencymemosin whichopinionsareexpressedorpoliciesareformulated,unless
theagencypubliclycitesthedocumentin anagencyaction;and(3) thecontentsofreal estateappraisals
madefortheacquisitionorsale ofpropertyuntilthesaleis abandonedorfinalized.

Multi-memberbodies,boards,andcommissionsarerequiredundertheOpenPublicMeetingsActtotake
actionsin opensessions.However,executivesessionsmaybeheldona varietyofmatters. Collective
bargainingsessionsandplanningorstrategysessionsassociatedwithcollectivebargainingarenotsubjectto
theopenpublicmeetingrequirement.

SUMMARY:

Recordswhichwouldreveal,eitherdirectlyorindirectly,thestrategyorpositionthatanagencywill take
duringthecourseofcollectivebargaining,professionalnegotiations,orgrievanceormediationproceedings,
areexemptfrompublicinspectionandcopying.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


