
HOUSEOFREPRESENTATIVES
Olympia,Washington

Bill Analysis Bill No.ESB5662

Relatingtoa study ofon-line voting.
BriefTitle Hearing Date:3/23/99

SenatorsFinkbeiner,Brown,andWinsley Staff: ScottMacColl
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7106

BACKGROUND:

All votingis currentlydonebydirectpaperballotata pollingstation,orbyabsenteemailballot.

SUMMARY:

A taskforcewouldbeassembledbythe SecretaryofState’sofficetostudy theissuesandchallenges
presentedbyincorporatingon-lineandInternettechnologiesin thevotingprocess.Withinthestudy,the
SecretaryofState must

· createanadvisorycommitteemadeupofcountyelectionstaff,technicalexperts,andotherexperts
toassist thetaskforcewithresearch;

· determinetheappropriatesecuritymeasuresrequiredandminimumstandardsfor certificationof
systems,andmakerecommendationsconcerningstatutestobeadoptedtoimplementthesystem;
and

· considertheimpactofon-line(Internet)votingonvoterparticipationrates,publicaccessibility,
potentialexternalinfluencesduringtheelectionsprocess,andissuesrelatedtoconductingand
administeringanelection.

TheSecretaryofState mustreporttothe legislaturebyMarch1,2000, andthe taskforcewouldsunsetby
June30,2001.

FISCALNOTE:Available .

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


