HOUSEOF REPRESENTATIVES
OlympidVashington

Bill Analysis Bill No. SB 5643

Revisindaws onthe statevoters’pamphlet.

Brief Title Hearing Date:3/23/99
Senator$Gardnertdorn.andvicDonald Staff: SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) State Governmer@ommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

Separatehaptersfawrequire the SecretaryfState topreparestatecandidategamphletnd/oters’
pamphletadlistribute copyothe pamphleteeach placeotesidencen thestate. Whenever
possiblehe statecandidategamphlés combinaalith the statevoterspamphletTapedranscriptand
Brailldranscriptsthe pamphletgedistributedinocost.

TheSecretargfState is authorizedadopt rulegelatingocandidategpamphletmd/oterspamphlets.
TheSecretargfState is authorizeddelete materidtoma pamphlehatis obscengrofandibelousr
defamatorgswell asanyanguagé¢hat maynotbecirculatethrouglthemails.

1 Candidategamphlets.

Candidatgzamphletsepreparedith informatiooneachfederaandstate officeincludednthe ballot
akach generalectioheldn aneven-numbeyedr Informatiosthe nomineder thefollowing
officesareincludenh a candidatepamphleRresidertndvicePresidentnitedstatesSenatoknited
StateRepresentati@gverndrjeutena@overndgecretaryfState, AttorneyseneraCommissionér
Publit.andsSuperintendefublicinstructiomnsurand@ommissioretateT reasureBtateAuditor,
justiceothe Suprem@ourtjudgethe courtofappealsandsuperiocourjudge.A statecandidates’
pamphlen aneven-numbeyedralsoincludea descriptionthe officeofprecinctcommitteefficerof
majopoliticapartiesanda notethatthe officewill appeaonthe upcomingeneradlectioallot.

A statecandidategamphles onlyprepareir a generadlectioheldn anodd-numbengshiif a
vacancin statewidefficegs filledathat election.

Statementaadanthecandidategamphldétynominee®r all officeghatareincludedthethanfor
presiderdndsice presidenmustbeaccompanibyga fee ranginfrom$20dor a candidatr Governor
offor Congrege$b25for acandidatiortheHouseRepresentatives.



2\Voters’pamphlets.

A votershpamphlés prepareidr anyelectiorwhera stateballoimeasurie placedeforevotersand
includenformatiomneachstatewideallofpropositiomcludinthetextothe measurexplanatory
statementsythe Attorneyseneradrgumentsr ancagainsthe measurdatarecomposdyyseparate
committeeppointedwrite theseargumentsA votershamphléh anodd-numbengghralsoincludea
sectioxplainirthe precinataucusystenancconventioprocesasedyeachmajopoliticaloelect
delegatdsits nationgbresidentiedndidateominatirgpnvention.

SUMMARY:

Statuteselatingostate voterspamphletsccandidatepamphletgerepealegindeplaceditha
singlehapteofawprovidingfor a voterspamphlebntainingformatioonstatewiddallofpropositions
anchominedsr stateofficesThebasiaequiremerndgxistinglanare retainedgxcepéasfollows:

1Pamphletmusteavailablesthe publien electroniorm. TheSecretargfState mayprovide
themateriah electroniormtocomputenetworkandimilaserviceathe costofeproduction
otransmissioothe data.

2Nomineearenolongerequiretipayfees wherfilingtheirstatements.

3)Themaximunmumbesfpersonsvhomaybeappointedda committeghat preparegrguments
for,olmgainsta statewidéallotmeasuris increasddomthreeosix persons.

4More clearauthoritys grantetithe SecretargfState todetermingheformatindayoutof
the pamphledsomestatutorygetail@bouthelayoubipamphletss nolongemcludenh
statute.

5)T'wodifferentproceduresecreatetideterminevhichmattersnaybereviseth ordeleted
fromthepamphlei) lieuothe SecretanyfState tarevisingodeletingmaterisdubmittefibr
inclusioasanargumentistatementhatthe SecretargfState determinésobscen@rofane,
libelougydefamatory:

(a)TheSecretargfState maypetitiothe Thursto@ountypuperidCourtadeterminé
materiadhoulthedeletedrevisedhatis obscenais otherwisprohibiteilombeing
distributetihrouglthe mailsandhe courtmayordemattedeletedrevisedonlyif it
concludesis obsceneiis prohibitelombeinglistributethrougthe mailsand

(b)A persowhofeelsheoishe hasbeerdefamenhayappedtthe Thursto@ounty
SuperidCourtandhe courtmayordemattedeletedrevisedonlyif it concludatis
untrueindhe petitiondikelywill prevaiin a defamaticarction. TheSecretargfState
maynotifya persomboubeingdentifieth anargumerdistatementbuta dutyis not
establishedmakehis notificatioandhe stateandSecretargfState donotincur
liabilityfor mattersncludenh the statemerjorargument@hlesshe SecretargfState
publishesstatemerjbrargumenti?violatiofa court order.

6)A photograptiatis submittedya nomine&or inclusiom thepamphlebhaynotreveatiothing



olinsigniasuggestirtgeholdingfa public office.
FISCANOTE:Available.

EFFECTINZATE Ninetydaysafteradjournmenisessiorin whichbillis passed.



