HOUSE BILL ANALYSIS
SB 5538

Title: An act relating to sentencing for certain criminal acts.
Brief Description: Clarifying sentencing requirements for certain crimes.

Sponsors: Senators Costa, McCaslin, Heavey, Goings and Rasmussen.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONS
Staff: Jean Ann Quinn (786-7310).
Background:

Unranke@ffensesT hestate’ssentencirguidelinggovide classificatiavimost feloniebytheir
seriousndssel, fromLevel, punishabtg0 daysta29monthsimprisonmetd,evel XV,
punishablglife imprisonmemithoufparol®bydeath. Anaduloffendeis alsoassigneain
offendacore,basedna numbeofactors, includingriorconvictionsTheseriousnegs/ebthe
crimeandhe offendescoraeleterminghatsentendde offendewill receivaynlesshecourt
determindgatthe conditionf®r imposingnexceptionaéntencaremet.

Unrankef@toniearethoseoffensethatarenotassigneaseriousnebsvel. Thestandardentence
rangdor anunrankefitlonyis 0-12monthgajnlesshecourtfindsthattherearesubstantiaind
compellimgasonfrimposingnexceptionaéntencelril997, theLegislatudkrectethe
Sentencirguidelin€ommissitmeview convictiodatafor the previousOyearsandsubmit
proposddlllthatappropriataignkedll unrankef@lonyoffenseor whichtherehadeenconvictions.
Legislatiomasproposedutnotenactedn 1998.

MaliciousjurytaRailroadPropertyThecrimeoimaliciousnjurytarailroadpropertpccursvhera
persoendangetise safetyofanyailroad propertppersonthereorgnds currentlpunishabibgup
ta25years imprisonmerBecause is considerextlassA felonyit alsofallswithinthedefinitioof

mosseriousffensefor thepurposesthe persisterdffendef 3strikes-ggislation.

IncendiafyevicesA persowhoknowinglgossessananufacturaesgispose®fanincendiary
deviceés guiltyofa felony, punishabbyupta25years imprisonmerBecauseé is considerectlass
A felonyit alsdfallswithinthedefinitionf mostseriousffensefer thepurposesthe persistent
offendef 3strikestegislation.

TheftoRentalol_easedPropertyTheftotrental, leasedylease-purchagadpertys a classB



felonyrankederiousneksyell) if the propertis value@it$l,500 omoreandh classC felony
(rankederiousneksel) if the propertis valuethetwee®250andb1,500.

Alphabetizatio@urrentlyhecrimesvithineactseriousnekssein the SentencirRefornictare
notlistedn anyparticulaorder.

Summary:

Unranke@ffensesThefollowingurrentlynrankef@lonyoffensearerankeathe seriousness
levelsoted:



