
HOUSE BILL ANALYSIS
SB 5538

Title: An act relating to sentencing for certain criminal acts.

Brief Description: Clarifying sentencing requirements for certain crimes.

Sponsors: Senators Costa, McCaslin, Heavey, Goings and Rasmussen.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONS

Staff: Jean Ann Quinn (786-7310).

Background:

UnrankedOffenses.Thestate’ssentencingguidelinesprovidea classificationofmost feloniesbytheir
seriousnesslevel,–fromLevelI, punishableby0 daysto29monthsimprisonment,toLevelXV,

punishablebylife imprisonmentwithoutparoleorbydeath. Anadultoffenderis alsoassignedan
offenderscore,–basedona numberoffactors, includingpriorconvictions.Theseriousnesslevelofthe

crimeandthe offenderscoredeterminewhatsentencetheoffenderwill receive,unlessthecourt
determinesthattheconditionsfor imposinganexceptionalsentencearemet.

Unranked–feloniesarethoseoffensesthatarenotassigneda seriousnesslevel.Thestandardsentence
rangefor anunrankedfelonyis 0-12months,unlessthecourtfindsthattherearesubstantialand
compellingreasonsfor imposinganexceptionalsentence.In1997, theLegislaturedirectedthe
SentencingGuidelinesCommissiontoreviewconvictiondatafor theprevious10yearsandsubmita
proposedbillthatappropriatelyrankedallunrankedfelonyoffensesfor whichtherehadbeenconvictions.
Legislationwasproposed,butnotenacted,in 1998.
.
MaliciousInjurytoRailroadProperty.Thecrimeofmaliciousinjurytorailroadpropertyoccurswhena

personendangersthesafetyofanyrailroadpropertyorpersonthereon,andis currentlypunishablebyup
to25years imprisonment.Becauseit is considereda classA felony,it alsofallswithinthedefinitionof

mostseriousoffense–for thepurposesofthe persistentoffender( 3strikes–)legislation.

IncendiaryDevices.A personwhoknowinglypossesses,manufactures,ordisposesofanincendiary
deviceis guiltyofa felony,punishablebyupto25years imprisonment.Becauseit is considereda class
A felony,it alsofallswithinthedefinitionof mostseriousoffense–for thepurposesofthe persistent
offender( 3strikes–)legislation.

TheftofRentalorLeasedProperty .Theftofrental, leased,orlease-purchasedpropertyis a classB
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felony(rankedseriousnesslevelII) if thepropertyis valuedat$1,500 ormoreanda classC felony
(rankedseriousnesslevelI) if thepropertyis valuedbetween$250and$1,500.

Alphabetization.Currently,thecrimeswithineachseriousnesslevelin theSentencingReformActare
notlistedin anyparticularorder.

Summary:

UnrankedOffenses:Thefollowingcurrentlyunrankedfelonyoffensesarerankedatthe seriousness
levelsnoted:


