
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL2077
Regulating youthaccesstotobaccoproducts.

Health CareCommittee February 25, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Campbelland Cody.

BACKGROUND: In1993 theLegislature passedtheMinors’ AccesstoTobaccoAct toaddress
theproblemof increasing tobaccouse by young people.Thislaw: (1)requires retailers to
prominently display their license tosell tobacco; (2)requires warningsignsbe postedateach
point ofpurchase; (3)prohibits thesale ofcigarettes notintheoriginal unopenedpackagewith
a tax stamp affixed; (4)requires retailers to check identification; (5)prohibits sendingfree
tobacco products through themail; (6) requires licensing oftobacco samplers and limits sampling
locations; and (7)establishes penalties forselling orgiving tobaccotoa minorand forminors
purchasing orattempting topurchase tobacco.

License feespaidby tobaccoretailers arededicated foruse by theLiquor Control Board for
enforcement and by local health departments foryouthtobaccoprevention and education. The
DepartmentofHealth usesa small amount offundstoprint therequired warningsigns.

SUMMARY: Retailers areprohibited fromselling a packageofcigarettes whichcontains fewer
than20 cigarettes.

Beginning July1, 2000, self-service displays of tobaccoproducts areprohibited. Allin-store
tobaccoproducts must be soldfrom behindlockeddisplays, exceptretailers who sell tobacco
products exclusively.

The Liquor Control Boardis authorized toadoptrules necessary toimplement provisions regarding
distribution oftobaccoproducts, especially tominors.

Political subdivisions arepreemptedfrom adopting or enforcing license requirements on retail
businesses selling tobaccoproducts.They arealsopreemptedfrom imposingfeesor license
requirements on retail businesses forpossessing or selling tobaccoproductsotherthan the
general business taxesorlicense feesnotprimarily levied on tobaccoproducts.

Tobaccoretailers may notacceptpayment formonetarypenalties fromtobaccomanufacturers
orwholesalers.
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