
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1734
Subjecting licensed psychologists tochapter 18.130 RCW, theuniform disciplinary act.

Health CareCommittee February 17,1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Esserand Schual-Berke.

BACKGROUND: The practice of psychology islicenced by the Departmentof Heath,and a
psychologist must be licensed inorderto refer to himself or herself as a psychologist. The
Examining BoardofPsychology qualifies applicants forlicensure and serves as thedisciplining
authority forunprofessional conductundertheUniformDisciplinary Act.

The requirements of the psychologist law do not applyto personsworkinginthe following
exemptsettings: a person teaching, conducting research, orconsulting ina college oruniversity;
a personholding a schoolpsychologist credential from thestate BoardofEducation; a person
employedby a local, state, orfederal agency;a personworkinginbusiness notengagedinthe
practice psychology; a bonafide psychology student; ora person qualified insociology asa social
psychologist.

Itisunclear whethera licensed psychologist issubject to theUniformDisciplinary Act when
workinginan exempt setting.

SUMMARY: A personwho islicensed asa psychologist issubject totheUniform Disciplinary Act
atall times.
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