
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1194
Extending thedue datefora report tothelegislature
concerning accreditation oflicensed boarding homes.

Health CareCommittee January25, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Pflug and Schual-Berke.

WHAT THE NEW BILLDOES: Extendstheexpiration datefortheAssisted Living Third-Party
Accreditation Pilot Project Coalition from 1999 until 2001 and allowsthecoalition to receive
fundsfromother individuals and organizations toconductit’s business. The datesthat thestudy
must be submitted totheLegislature arealsoextendedaccordingly.

WHAT DID LAST YEARS BILL(HB 2990) DO? The 1998 Legislature mandatedthata coalition
of assisted living providers, long-term careconsumer groups,and stateregulatory agencies
developa planforimplementing a pilot programforthethird partyaccreditation of boarding
homes. The planisrequired toreview theoverall feasibility ofimplementing a pilot program, and
toindicate thecostsavings tothestate, theimpacton quality ofcareand quality oflife, and the
impacton theboarding home industry. The planmust be submitted totheLegislature by January
4,1999. The Assisted Living Federation ofAmericaisrequired toprovide funding forthepilot
plan.

BACKGROUND: Boarding homes arecarefacilities usually ranging insize from over6 to160
residents. Smaller boarding homes areoftencalled grouphomes and larger ones mightbe
marketedtothepublic asassisted living facilities. Boarding homes arenotjust roominghouses.
Theyoffer room,board, andpersonal careornursing services. Boarding homes arenow licensed,
regulated and inspected by theDepartment ofSocial andHealth Services (DSHS).Thereareover
400 boarding homes inthestate withapproximately 16,000 residents. Of this total, only13
percent of theresidents have their carepaidby theDepartmentofSocial and Health Services
(DSHS).The remainder ofboarding home residents pay fortheir carefromtheir own resources.

The DSHS conducts its comprehensive licensing inspection approximately every12 months and
alsoresponds toindividual complaints concerning residents’ careorthefacility. Ifa violation is
foundtohaveoccurred, theDOH hastheauthority totakeactions suchasconsultations, placing
conditions on a license, more staff training, stopping admissions, fines, and closing a facility.

Both 1995 and 1996 legislative reports on residents’ rights, quality of care,and regulatory
enforcement conductedby theWashingtonStateLong-term CareOmbudsman Programfound
serious concerns withtheway inwhich theDOH conductedinvestigations underits regulatory
oversight. Further concerns havebeenraised intheombudsman’s 1998 follow-up investigation
oftheenforcement ofsafety and carestandards inboarding homes. Inthat follow-up study, the
ombudsman againfound"widespread problems intheregulatory oversight provided bythestate’s
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Departmentof Health."This1998 ombudsman report recommended thatthe Legislature
eliminate thedualregulation ofboarding homes and transfer jurisdiction ofboarding homes tothe
DSHS. The regulation ofboarding homes was transferred fromtheDepartment ofHealth tothe
DepartmentofSocial and Health Services in1998 (SHB 6544).

The DSHS isresponsible for thedevelopment ofquality ofcarestandards inboarding homes and
theregulatory enforcement ofthesestandards.

Private third partyaccreditation refers to thequality of carereviewsconductedby a private
accreditation organization outside ofgovernment.Private third party accreditation isconducted
for hospitals and insome other health caresettings suchashome careorganizations, ambulatory
careproviders, and clinical laboratories. Thirdpartyaccreditation of boarding homes isnot
currently conductedinWashingtonorinany other state.

KEY INTEREST GROUPS:

Nor-ALFA -NorthwestAssisted Living Facilities Association
AAPR -AmericanAssociation ofRetired Persons
Senior Lobby
StateLong-TermCareOmbudsman
Nursing home Lobby -

WAHA -WashingtonAssociation ofHomes fortheAging
WHCA -WashingtonHealth CareAssociation

DSHS -Agingand AdultServices
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