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S-3830. 6

SENATE BI LL 6509

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Hochstatter, Benton, Zarelli, Rossi, Swecker, Deccio,
Johnson, Cke, MCaslin, Stevens, Mrton, Roach and Schow

Read first tine 01/ 20/ 98. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to training in reading instruction; anmending RCW
28A. 305. 130; addi ng a new section to chapter 28A 405 RCW addi ng a new
section to chapter 28A. 150 RCW creating a new section; repealing RCW
28A. 300. 310, 28A.300.320, 28A. 300.330, and 28A. 300. 340; maki ng
appropriations; providing an expiration date; and declaring an
enmer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
establish a grant program to provide training in successful reading
instruction nethods to certificated enployees who provide direct
readi ng instructional services to students enrolled in grades one and
t wo. This grant program shall provide additional training to
certificated reading instructional staff so they wll possess the
knowl edge and skills to effectively teach students to read.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 405
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall establish a
grant programto provide training in reading instruction. Gants shall
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be provided to school districts for reading instruction training for
certificated enployees who provide direct instructional services to
students enrolled in grades one and two. Gants shall be awarded no
| ater than June 1, 1998.

(2) The training in reading instruction shall be provided by
private, nonsectarian contractors that provide training consisting of
systematically explicit phonics instruction, phonem c awar eness, sound-
synbol rel ationship, decodinginstruction, word-attack skills, spelling
and vocabul ary instruction, and explicit instruction of conprehension
skills.

(3) Teachers shall receive a stipend fromthe grant.

(4) Grants received for the purpose of this section shall be spent
only for training prograns that take place during the sumrer of 1998.

(5) The criteria for awarding the grants shall be based on the
order in which the grant requests are received by the superintendent of
public instruction.

(6) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section, unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Phonenme awareness instruction” neans teaching awareness of
wor ds, syl lables, and phonenes al ong a devel opnental progression, and
i ncl udes rhym ng, recognition and production, blending and matchi ng of
phonenes, segnentation, and substitution.

(b) "Systematic explicit phonics instruction” neans an organi zed,
sequential programin which |l etter-sound correspondence for letters and
letter clusters are directly taught and bl ended, practiced in words,
word lists, and word famlies, and practiced in decodable text.
Systematic explicit phonics instruction builds frombasic elenents to
conpl ex patterns and teachers provide pronpt and explicit feedback
Systematic explicit phonics instruction does not nean enbedded phonics
instruction, which is ad hoc instruction in phonics based on a random
sel ection of sound and word el enents.

(c) "Decodable text"™ neans reading material in which a high
percentage of words are |inked to phonics | essons.

(d) "Decoding instruction" neans teaching howto read printed words
fluently and automatically, from sinple letter conbinations to nore
conplex, multisyllabic conbinations through the use of connected or
practice text.

(e) "Diagnosis of a pupil’s ability to decode" neans regularly
assessing the pupil’s mstery of word recognition, fluency and
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automaticity, and word analysis in order to plan future instructional
activities.

(f) "Explicit instruction"” neans systematic teaching of skills.

(g) "Spelling instruction" neans teaching a logical scope and
sequence of word know edge, orthographic patterns, and frequently used
words connected to the phonics sequence used in reading and witing
i nstruction.

(h) "Wbrd-attack skills instruction"” neans direct instruction of
decoding skills and of structural elenents, including prefixes,
suffi xes, and roots.

(1) "Vocabul ary instruction" neans teaching word neani ngs.

(J) "Instruction of conprehension skills" nmeans systematic teaching
of vocabul ary devel opnent, text organization, and syntactic patterns,
including, but not Ilimted to, strategies for interpretation
summari zation, prediction, clarification, and question generation.

(7) This section expires July 1, 1999.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

Starting in the 1998-99 school year, school districts nust
adm ni ster a standardi zed, nationally normreferenced test to neasure
second grade reading skills of second grade students. The state-w de
second grade reading test, in addition to reporting in other formats,
shal | report student reading levels in terns of grade | evel and nonthly
i ncrements. The purpose of the second grade reading test is to provide
information to parents, teachers, and school admnistrators on the
| evel of acquisition of reading skills of each student at the begi nning
of second grade.

Each school nust have the test results available by the wnter
parent -t eacher conference. Schools nust notify parents about the
second grade readi ng test during the conferences, informthe parents of
their students’ performance on the test, identify actions the school
intends to take to inprove the child s reading skills, and provide
parents wth strategies to help the parents inprove their child s
score.

Each school shall annually report to its community the nunber and
the actual percentage of second grade students reading at or above
second grade | evel and the distribution and range of all reading scores
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by grade and nonthly increnents on the state-w de second grade reading
assessnent required under this section.

Each district shall report to the superintendent of public
instruction annually beginning March 1999 the nunber and the actua
percentage of second grade students reading at or above second grade
| evel on the state-w de second grade readi ng assessnent required under
this section.

Sec. 4. RCW28A. 305.130 and 1997 ¢ 13 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

In addition to any ot her powers and duties as provided by |aw, the
state board of education shall:

(1) Approve or disapprove the program of courses leading to
teacher, school admnistrator, and school specialized personnel
certification offered by all institutions of higher education wthin
the state which may be accredited and whose graduates my becone
entitled to receive such certification. For students entering an
approved teacher preparation programafter June 30, 1996, an approved
teacher preparation program for candidates who will be eligible for
certification to teach kindergarten to second grade shall include
coursework, either separate or a conbination of courses, that provides
training in systematically explicit phonics instruction, phonemc
awar eness, sound-synbol rel ationshi p, decodinginstruction, word-attack
skills, spelling and vocabulary instruction, and explicit instruction
of conprehensive skills.

(2) Conduct every five years a review of the program approva
st andar ds, i ncl udi ng t he m ni mum  standards for t eachers,
adm ni strators, and educational staff associates, to reflect research
findings and assure continued inprovenent of preparation prograns for
teachers, adm nistrators, and educational staff associ ates.

(3) Investigate the character of the work required to be perforned
as a condition of entrance to and graduation from any institution of
hi gher education in this state relative to such certification as
provided for in subsection (1) above, and prepare a list of accredited
institutions of higher education of this and other states whose
graduates nay be awarded such certificates.

(4)(a) The state board of education shall adopt rules to allow a
teacher certification candidate to fulfill, in part, teacher
preparation program requirenents through work experience as a
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classified teacher’s aide in a public school or private school neeting
the requirements of RCW28A.195.010. The rules shall include, but are
not limted to, limtations based upon the recency of the teacher
preparation candi date’s teacher aide work experience, and |imtations
based on the amount of work experience that may apply toward teacher
preparation programrequirenents under this chapter.

(b) The state board of education shall require that at the tine of
the individual’s enrollnment in a teacher preparation program the
supervi sing teacher and t he building principal shall jointly provide to
the teacher preparation programof the higher education institution at
whi ch the teacher candidate is enrolled, a witten assessnment of the
performance of the teacher candi date. The assessnent shall contain
such information as determned by the state board of education and
shal | include: Evidence that at least fifty percent of the candidate’s
work as a classified teacher’s aide was involved in instructiona
activities with children under the supervision of a certificated
teacher and that the candidate worked a m ni mum of six hundred thirty
hours for one school year; the type of work perfornmed by the candi dat e;
and a recommendation of whether the candidate’s work experience as a
classified teacher’s aide shoul d be substituted for teacher preparation
program requirenents. In conpliance wth such rules as may be
established by the state board of education under this section, the
t eacher preparation prograns of the higher education institution where
the candidate is enrolled shall make the final determ nation as to what
teacher preparation programrequirenents may be fulfilled by teacher
ai de work experience.

(5) Supervise the issuance of such certificates as provided for in
subsection (1) above and specify the types and kinds of certificates
necessary for the several departnents of the common schools by rule or
regul ation in accordance with RCW 28A. 410. 010.

(6) Accredit, subject to such accreditation standards and
procedures as may be established by the state board of education, al
schools that apply for accreditation, and approve, subject to the
provi si ons of RCW 28A. 195. 010, private schools carrying out a program
for any or all of the grades kindergarten through twelve: PROVI DED,
That no private school may be approved that operates a kindergarten
program only: PROVI DED FURTHER, That no public or private schools
shal |l be placed upon the |ist of accredited schools so | ong as secret
societies are knowingly allowed to exist anong its students by school
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of ficials: PROVIDED FURTHER, That the state board may el ect to require
all or certain classifications of the public schools to conduct and
participate in such preaccreditation exam nation and evaluation
processes as may now or hereafter be established by the board.

(7) Make rules and regul ati ons governing the establishnment in any
exi sting nonhi gh school district of any secondary program or any new
grades in grades nine through twelve. Before any such program or any
new grades are established the district nust obtain prior approval of
the state board.

(8) Prepare such outline of study for the common schools as the
board shall deem necessary, and prescribe such rules for the general
gover nnment of the common schools, as shall seek to secure regularity of
attendance, prevent truancy, secure efficiency, and pronote the true
interest of the common school s.

(9) Continuously reevaluate courses and adopt and enforce
regulations within the common schools so as to neet the educationa
needs of students and articulate wth the institutions of higher
education and unify the work of the public school system

(10) Carry out board powers and duties relating to the organi zati on
and reorgani zati on of school districts under RCW 28A. 315. 010 t hrough
28A. 315. 680 and 28A. 315. 900.

(11) By rule or regul ation pronul gat ed upon the advi ce of the chief
of the Wshington state patrol, through the director of fire
protection, provide for instruction of pupils in the public and private
schools carrying out a K through 12 program or any part thereof, so
that in case of sudden energency they shall be able to |leave their
particul ar school building in the shortest possible tinme or take such
ot her steps as the particul ar enmergency denmands, and w t hout confusion
or panic; such rul es and regul ati ons shall be published and di stri buted
to certificated personnel throughout the state whose duties shal
include a famliarization therewith as well as the neans of
i npl enentation thereof at their particular school.

(12) Hear and deci de appeal s as otherw se provided by | aw.

The state board of education is given the authority to pronul gate
information and rules dealing with the prevention of child abuse for
pur poses of curriculumuse in the common school s.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:
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(1) RCW 28A. 300. 310 and 1997 ¢ 262 s 1
(2) RCW 28A. 300. 320 and 1997 c¢ 262 s 3;
(3) RCW 28A. 300. 330 and 1997 ¢ 262 s 4; and
(4) RCW 28A. 300. 340 and 1997 c 262 s 7.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The sumof eleven mllion dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 1999, from the general fund to the superintendent of
public instruction for the purposes of section 2 of this act.

(2) The sumof two hundred thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as
may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1999, fromthe general fund to the superintendent of public instruction
for the purposes of section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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