62 A W DN P

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

S-1587.1

SENATE BI LL 5838

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Swecker, Mrton and W nsl ey

Read first tinme 02/17/97. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Relating to an on-site sewage system permt; anmendi ng RCW
70.118. 050; adding a new section to chapter 70.05 RCW adding new
sections to chapter 70.118 RCW adding a new section to chapter 57.04
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 70.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The local health officer nust respond to the applicant for an
on-site sewage systempermt within thirty days after receiving a fully
conpl eted application. The |local health officer nust respond that the
application is either approved, denied, or pending.

(2) If the local health officer denies an application to install an
on-site sewage system the denial nust be for cause and based upon
public health and environnmental protection concerns, or conflicts with
other existing |aws, regulations, or ordinances. The local health
of ficer nmust provide the applicant with a witten justification for the
denial, along with an explanation of the procedure for appeal.

(3) If the local health officer identifies the application as
pendi ng and subject to review beyond thirty days, the local health
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of ficer nmust provide the applicant with a witten justification that
the site-specific conditions or circunstances necessitate alonger tine
period for a decision on the application. The local health officer
must include any specific information necessary to nmake a deci sion and
the estimated tinme required for a decision to be nmade, not to exceed
si xty days.

(4) Alocal health officer may not limt the nunber of alternative
sewage systens within his or her jurisdiction w thout cause. Any such
[imtation nust be based upon public health and environnental
protection concerns, or conflicts wth other existing |aws,
regul ations, or ordinances. |If such alimtation is established, the
| ocal health officer nust justify the limtation in witing, wth
speci fic reasons, and nmust provi de an expl anation of the procedure for
appealing the limtation.

Sec. 2. RCW70.118.050 and 1989 c 349 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) If the legislative authority of a county or city finds that
nmore restrictive standards than those contained in section 2 of this
act or those adopted by the state board of health for systens all owed
under section 2 of this act or limtations on expansion of a residence
are necessary to ensure protection of the public health, attainnment of
state water quality standards, and the protection of shellfish and
ot her public resources, the legislative authority may adopt ordi nances
or resolutions setting standards as they may find necessary for
inplenmenting their findings. The legislative authority may identify
the geographic areas where it is necessary to inplenment the nore
restrictive standards. In addition, the legislative authority may
adopt standards for the design, <construction, naintenance, and
nmoni toring of sewage di sposal systens.

(2) The legislative authority of a county or city when sitting as
t he board of health nust respond to the applicant for an on-site sewage

system pernmt within thirty days after receiving a fully conpleted

application. The leqgislative authority nmust respond that the

application is either approved, denied, or pending.

(3) If the legislative authority, when sitting as the board of
health, denies an application to install an on-site sewage system the

deni al nust be for cause and based upon public health and environnent al

protection concerns, or conflicts wth other existing |aws,
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requl ati ons, or ordinances. The legislative authority nust provide the

applicant with a witten justification for the denial, along with an

expl anation of the procedure for appeal.

(4) |If the legislative authority, when sitting as the board of
health, identifies the application as pending and subject to review

beyond thirty days, the leqgislative authority nust provide the

applicant with a witten justification that the site-specific

conditions or circunmstances necessitate a longer tine period for a

deci sion on the application. The leqgislative authority must include

any specific infornation necessary to nake a deci sion and the esti mat ed

tine required for a decision to be nade, not to exceed sixty days.

(5) Alegislative authority of a county or city when sitting as the
board of health may not Ilimt the nunber of alternative sewage systens
within its jurisdiction wthout cause. Any such limtation nust be
based upon public health and environnmental concerns, or conflicts with
other existing laws, reqgulations, or ordinances. If such alimtation
is established, the legislative authority must justify the limtation
in witing, with specific reasons, and nust provide an expl anation of
the procedure for appealing the Iimtation.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 70.118 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of health must include two people who are famliar
with the operation and nmai nt enance of certified proprietary devices on
the technical review commttee responsible for evaluating and naking
recommendations to the departnent of health regarding the general use
of alternative on-site sewage systens in the state. One of the two
peopl e shall be famliar with the operation of aerobic devices.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 57.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

As an alternative neans to formng a water-sewer district, a county
| egislative authority may authorize the formation of a water-sewer
district to serve a new devel opnent that at the tinme of formation does
not have any residents, if it finds that the formation of such a
district is in the public interest. The county legislative authority
shal | appoint the initial water-sewer comm ssioners of the district.
The comm ssioners shall serve until seventy-five percent of the
devel opment is sold and occupi ed. The devel oper shall notify the
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county auditor to conduct an el ection once seventy-five percent of the
devel opnent is sold and occupi ed. Commi ssioners serving under this
section are not entitled to any formof conpensation fromthe district.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. A newsection is added to chapter 70.118 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In order to assure that technical guidelines and standards keep
pace wth advancing technologies, the departnent of health in
col l aboration with the technical review commttee, local health
departnents, and other interested parties, nust review and update as
appropriate, the state gui delines and standards for alternative on-site
sewage di sposal every three years. The first review and update nust be
conpl eted by January 1, 1998.

NEW SECTI QON\. Sec. 6. Nothing in this act may be deened to
elimnate any requirenents for approval from public health agencies
under applicable law in connection wth the siting, design
construction, and repair of on-site septic systens.

~-- END ---
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