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SSB 6428
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Title: An act relating to at-risk families.

Brief Description: Improving the responsiveness of services
for at-risk children and families.

Sponsor(s): By Senate Committee on Children & Family Services
(originally sponsored by Senators Roach, Stratton and Oke;
by request of Dept. of Social and Health Services,
Department of Health, Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Department of Community Development and Employment Security
Department).

Brief History:
Reported by House Committee on:

Human Services, February 27, 1992, DPA;
Appropriations, March 2, 1992, DPA(HS);

Passed House, March 12, 1992, 96-0.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
HUMAN SERVICES

Majority Report: Do pass as amended. Signed by 10 members:Majority Report:Majority Report:
Representatives Leonard, Chair; Riley, Vice Chair; Winsley,
Ranking Minority Member; Tate, Assistant Ranking Minority
Member; Anderson; Brekke; Hargrove; Hochstatter; R. King;
and H. Myers.

Staff: David Knutson (786-7146).Staff:Staff:

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS

Majority Report: Do pass as amended by Committee on HumanMajority Report:Majority Report:
Services. Signed by 28 members: Representatives Locke,
Chair; Inslee, Vice Chair; Spanel, Vice Chair; Silver,
Ranking Minority Member; Morton, Assistant Ranking Minority
Member; Appelwick; Belcher; Bowman; Braddock; Brekke;
Carlson; Dorn; Ebersole; Ferguson; Fuhrman; Hine; Lisk; May;
Nealey; Peery; Pruitt; Rust; H. Sommers; Sprenkle; Valle;
Vance; Wang; and Wineberry.

Staff: Wayne Kawakami (786-7384).Staff:Staff:
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Background: State agencies and programs have a difficultBackground:Background:
time serving children and families needing assistance from
more than one service provider. Problems faced by children
and families typically involve several bureaucracies which
each address a distinct, categorical problem.

Children and families which face multiple problems involving
schools, alcohol or drug abuse, criminal activity, abuse,
neglect or family disfunction, mental illness, developmental
disability, poverty, or health problems pose a dilemma for
organizations which administer categorical funds and
organize around specific services instead of service
populations.

Summary of Bill: A family policy council composed of theSummary of Bill:Summary of Bill:
superintendent of Public Instruction, the secretary of the
Department of Social and Health Services, the secretary of
the Department of Health, the commissioner of Employment
Security, the director of the Department of Community
Development, four legislators, and a representative of the
governor is created.

The council will solicit funding proposals from local
consortiums to address the needs of children and families
whose needs are not met by the programs of a single
department. The council may submit a prioritized list of
projects recommended for funding in the governor’s budget.
The Legislature may remove projects but may not change the
order of priority. Funds for consortium projects will be
identified by agencies represented on the family policy
council from budget requests or existing appropriations for
services to children and families.

The governor may take whatever action is necessary to avoid
the duplication of efforts by any other councils,
commissions, or committees related to children and families.

The Joint Select Legislative Committee on Juvenile Issues
will prepare a study on: 1) establishing a network of local
consortia that would be authorized to receive a transfer of
authority and program funds for enumerated programs; 2)
requiring local consortia to develop two-year plans; and 3)
ways in which the local consortia could improve assistance
that will strengthen the family. The task force will also
assess the need to establish an institute for children and
families at a college or university.

State agencies and local agencies and service providers
working with developmentally disabled infants and young
children will sign interagency agreements coordinating their
services and activities. These agreements will provide
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maintenance of effort standards and service delivery
agreements.

Fiscal Note: Available.Fiscal Note:Fiscal Note:

Effective Date: This bill takes effect July 1, 1992.Effective Date:Effective Date:

Testimony For: (Human Services): State agencies servingTestimony For:Testimony For:
children and families should be encouraged to coordinate
their activities. The Family Policy Council is a positive
step in this direction.

(Appropriations): None.

Testimony Against: (Human Services): None.Testimony Against:Testimony Against:

(Appropriations): None.

Witnesses: (Human Services): Laurie Lippold, Children’sWitnesses:Witnesses:
Home Society; Margaret Casey, Children’s Alliance; Burton
Chamberlin, Cities in School; and Bea Kelleigh, Washington
Association of Community Health Centers.

(Appropriations): None.
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